
     
  



    Abstract 

 

The Gold Coast glitters along the coastline of South East Queensland and 

enjoys near-perfect weather all year long. It’s a city famed for its diverse 

natural beauty, from picture-perfect beaches to a surrounding hinterland of 

lush rainforests, ancient national parks and abundant wildlife. The city also 

boasts an electric nightlife and entertainment scene, shopping strips, theme 

parks and world-class educational institutions that attract students from all 

over the world. With friendly locals and a laid-back beach culture, the Gold 

Coast is an ideal city to study in. 

 

 

Getting Started 

I. GOLD COAST AT A GLANCE 

Situated in the south-east corner of the state of Queensland, the Gold Coast 

is home to over half a million people. Bordered by the Pacific Ocean to the 

east, and luscious, picturesque rainforests, mountain ranges and Lamington 

National Park to the west — the Gold Coast stretches from Coolangatta at 

the border with NSW to Staplyton in the north along the M1. 



 

The city (without a pandemic) attracts close to ten million visitors each 

year from all over the world.  

With a vibrant arts and culture scene, a beautiful natural environment and 

world-class tourism attractions, the city has transformed how residents 

live, connect and play. 

LIVING ON THE GOLD COAST 

When it comes to your new home, everyone will have their own specific 

things on their list of “must-haves.” Employment and housing affordability 

are usually at the top of the list. Other important factors include peace and 

quiet, good schools, public transport, local shops, and amenities like parks 

and playgrounds just to name a few.  

 Housing 

It’s no secret that the market has been rising all over the country. The good 

news is that compared to other states, Gold Coast property is starting from 

a lower base. So if you’re coming from somewhere like Sydney or 

Melbourne, then it’s a win:win.  In August 2021, the median house price 

was $787,000 and median unit price of $496,000. Depending on your 

requirements and the location you’re interested in, there are still bargains 

to be had. But if you’re looking at beachside living then expect to pay a fair 

bit more for closer proximity to the beach. 



 

 Employment 

The number of employed persons in Gold Coast SA4 in March 2021 was 

331,300. Gold Coast City Council advises the three most popular 

occupations were: Professionals, Technicians and Trades workers, and 

Clerical and Administrative workers. 

 Education 

The Gold Coast has a wealth of educational facilities. With a mix of private 

and independent schools, state schools, and two on-campus universities, 

the city caters to a range of educational needs for the whole family. In 

Queensland, state schools are free and decided by catchment area – so your 

child will go to the nearest school to your home. To find out what state 

school catchment area you reside in, visit the Queensland Department of 

Education Catchment Map.  

Many parents base their decision on a school’s performance. The My School 

site is a good resource to check a school’s results and NAPLAN scores. 



 

Education costs for all schools will vary. State schools offer fee-free tuition, 

however, with extracurricular activities, there will usually be a fee 

involved. Private schools range from the various religious denominations 

through to Steiner and Montessori just to name a few. 

Gold Coast primary schools 

The Gold Coast has close to 100 primary schools for children in Prep 

through to Year 6. There are both private schools and public education 

available with both girls/boys only options available at the larger schools. 

All state-run schools are non-gendered. 

Gold Coast secondary schools 

Whether you opt for private or state high school, the Gold Coast offers rich 

educational opportunities for your young adults as they prepare for the 

next phase of life.  

 Weather 

Winter is (not) coming! The Gold Coast averages 245 days of fine and sunny 

weather each year. During summer, the average temperature is a pleasant 

20-28°C. It can get humid during summer but often cools down with a 

pleasant afternoon breeze. Throughout spring and autumn, sunny days are 

followed by mild nights which means outdoor fun is always on the menu.  



Winter never really comes to the Goldie unless you think a daytime temp of 

21°C is cold. There’s generally less humidity and rain, but the temperature 

is still nice and warm. 

 Where To Live On The Gold Coast 

The Gold Coast is a wonderland of natural beauty, laid-back beach cruising 

lifestyles, theme parks, sophisticated residential areas, and lush, green 

Hinterland. You can see why there are plenty of reasons to visit, BUT there 

are even more to stay and play. 

Check out this quick guide to a couple of terrific suburbs you’ll find on the 

Gold Coast. 

Moving to Pimpama 

Pimpama is situated exactly between Brisbane and the Gold Coast. 

According to CoreLogic, the predominant age group is 0-9 years so if you’re 

searching for a great family community that’s affordably priced, then look 

no further. This fast-growing family destination has quick access by train or 

freeway to Brisbane and central Gold Coast for work!  

With the new $82 million North Gold Coast Sports and Community Hub set 

for completion in 2021, Pimpama will have access to fantastic sporting 

amenities including a new water sports venue, community centre, tennis 

court, fitness centre, outdoor netball facilities, community parks and more! 

Moving to Hope Island 

Have you ever wondered what living in a secure, gated community is like? 

Yes? Look no further than Hope Island Resort. Touted as “Everything you 

need, want and love” we have to agree. Located on the northern end of the 

Gold Coast, Hope Island connects directly to the Pacific Motorway and is 

only 50 minutes’ drive to Brisbane, 35 minutes to Coolangatta Airport and 

20 minutes to Surfers Paradise.  

Community facilities include a harbour front dining and shopping precinct, 

deep water mooring facilities, golf course, and luxury housing. Golf buggies 

are the preferred method of transport at Hope Island… there’s an extensive 

network of “buggy paths” for getting around without the car. You can come 

home from work or school and feel like you’re on holidays 365! 

Moving to Mudgeeraba 

 



Mudgeeraba is located on the western side of the M1 and stretches west to 

the foot of the Gold Coast Hinterland, a 15-minute drive to the beach at 

Burleigh Heads.  Untouched by tourism, Mudgeeraba has hung onto its old-

world charm with the Mudgeeraba Farmers Markets being the oldest 

continuous markets on the Gold Coast. This lovely area winds its way up 

towards Springbrook National Park. For outdoor adventures, you’ll have 

easy access to Boomerang Farm Bike Park, and Skirmish Gold Coast offers a 

fun and action-packed day out with. We can’t forget to mention that 

Mudgeeraba is adjacent to Robina Town Centre for the ultimate shopping 

experience featuring over 400 specialty stores including cinemas and 

indoor bowling. 

Moving to Burleigh Heads 

What’s not to love about Burleigh!? The area known as “Burleigh” takes a 

large area from Burleigh Heads at Tallebudgera Creek to Burleigh Waters, a 

large suburban area with gorgeous canal and lakeside residences. Packed 

with things to do for everyone in the family, Burleigh delivers on fantastic 

facilities that cover everything from thriving James Street for some funky 

shopping, a Stockland shopping centre, Bunnings, Burleigh Bears Rugby 

League Club, well established private and public schools, a pristine beach 

with thriving surf lifesaving clubs, and even a “secret” golf club (shhhh)… 

the list goes on. Burleigh has got the lot!  

Moving to Coolangatta 

The secret’s out. Once a Gold Coast hidden gem, Coolangatta – or “Cooly” as 

it’s known to the locals – has been discovered! Although it’s growing at a 

fast pace, this quiet little beachside suburb has still retained all its 

unassuming, small-town coastal charm. Coolangatta has great little schools 

with small numbers, and is within the catchment of Currumbin Palm Beach 

High (one of the areas high performing sporting schools on the Gold Coast).  

Dropping out of city life and moving to Coolangatta means you’ll have your 

pick of legendary, world-famous surf breaks including Snapper Rocks, 

D’Bah (Duranbah), and Kirra! Spotting a local surfing legend isn’t hard 

either… when the beaches of the southern Goldie are going off, there’s 

nowhere else you’d rather be. But it’s not all about the beach breaks. Cooly 

is a short hop, skip and a jump from the pristine waterfalls including 

Currumbin Rockpools, Mt Cougal Falls, and Numinbah Valley. 

 

 



WHY YOU SHOULD MOVE TO GOLD COAST 

Growing from a holiday destination in the early 1900s to a world-class hive 

of industry and educational facilities, the Gold Coast has definitely arrived 

as the premium destination for families to live, work and play.  

With an average of 300 days of sunshine per year, you’ll be hard pressed to 

find such an exciting location to start your new Queensland lifestyle. 

 

II. Awesome Reasons Why Moving To The Gold Coast Is One Of Your 

Best Ideas 
 



 

Family-friendly. Safe. Outdoor lifestyle. Amazing climate. Pristine beaches. 

Coastal vibe. Casual. Relaxed. Surfing. Rainforests. Natural beauty. These are 

just a small snippet of reasons why moving to the Gold Coast is one of your 

best ideas yet. 

In the last couple of years and particularly in the age of COVID, the Gold 

Coast is rapidly becoming one of the most popular destinations for families 

wanting to escape the southern states to the laid-back lifestyle that’s on 

offer every single day.  

Since 2018, the arrival of the Commonwealth Games kick-started new 

investment at around $16bn, including a new light rail system and a $200 

million airport expansion. There was also significant investment made by 

private enterprise with the creation and upgrading of shopping centres.  

Competitive house prices, compared with Australia’s top cities, along with 

strong fundamentals – local population growth, world-class facilities, and a 

renewed focus on tourism – underpin the stability of the region.  

What’s not to love when you’ve got strong industry and economy coupled 

with an outrageously gorgeous 57 kilometres of coastline? 

Here’s a fun fact: Wealth Report reported the Gold Coast was rated number 

1 in the world as a relocation destination – ahead of Cote d’ Azur in France 

and the Spanish island nation of Ibiza!!  

Looks like moving to the Gold Coast is your best decision yet. 

Finding New Mates To Hangout With When Moving To Gold Coast 

It is common for newcomers to struggle with finding mates in a new city due 

to shyness or unawareness of places to meet new people. If you are among 

them, there is good news for you as Gold Coast is a culturally diverse and 

highly inclusive city. 



 

There are numerous places visited by locals and tourists that you can go to 

befriend them. You can find the time to visit these places and partake in 

different activities like eating the local food, shopping, attending festivals, 

etc., by hiring a reliable removalist company to handle storage, loading, 

transportation, unpacking and other removals tasks. 

Here is your complete guide to know about places to find new mates to hang 

out on Gold Coast. 

Community Street Meets 

The city’s government promotes the hosting of Community Street Meets to 

help people know their neighbours. You can host one yourself via the free 

Meet our Street kit available on the government’s website. 

If, for any reason, you are too shy or don’t have the resources to host a meet, 

be a part of one by keeping an eye on events that may happen in the 

neighbourhood. These events can be tea parties, picnics in parks, house 

parties, or any other group activity. Most of them are hosted on or near 

Neighbour Day, which is celebrated on the last Sunday in March annually, 

but people organise them at other times as well. 

Public Libraries 

For bibliophiles, one of the best ways to meet new people and make good 

friends is to visit public libraries. Explore them to read your favourite books 

and to learn about events and programs that happen all year round to 

attend. These may include functions for local & national authors, workshops 

for writer’s block, themed reading activities, and much more. 



In addition, find out if your local public library hosts events for adults, such 

as English conversation circle, OK Knit, Open Lab, LabCamp, Film Club, and 

Computer or Mobile basics, among others. If you have toddlers/ children, 

then attend activities like Baby Rhyme Time, Story Time, Toddler Time, 

School Holiday Activity etc. 

Some of the most popular public libraries hosting these activities are located 

in Upper Coomera, Broadbeach, Nerang, Elanora, Robina, and Helensvale. To 

know more about such events and timings, explore the city government’s 

website. 

Festivals On Gold Coast 

Nothing brings people together like joy hence, your hired removalists take 

care of moving tasks, meet new people and look for mates by attending 

festivals hosted by the government or local communities. These festivals are 

a great way to meet people with the same interests and who like doing 

similar activities. One of the biggest events to be a part of is BLEACH*, which 

is a Gold festival supported by the Gold Coast government and celebrated 

across the city in April. 

Other popular festivals are the Swell Sculpture Festival, the Gold Coast 

Marathon, Blues on Broadbeach, Cooly Rocks On (Coolangatta), Surfers 

Paradise Festival, Gold Coast Greek Festival (Bundall) etc. You can also relax 

and unwind on the beach while you discuss and analyse movies with the 

locals in your area at the annual Gold Coast Film Festival. In addition to 

these festivals, if you have moved in January, befriend people by 

participating in Australia Day, celebrated on the 27th of the month. 

Note: if you are moving in January, try to schedule it in the third or fourth 

week, as due to the holiday season, it may be hard to book good removalists 

on the Gold Coast. 

Botanical Gardens 

The Gold Coast Regional Botanic Gardens are ideal for exploring a variety of 

plants, flowers, and butterflies. The Gardens are vast and well kept with 

facilities like shelters, barbecues & picnic areas, and walking trails.  

Besides being a spectator, if you are interested in volunteering, become a 

part of Friends of the Garden, which is dedicated to maintaining the park’s 

beauty. 

The Community hosts activities for children, volunteering programs, and 

group activities for crafts, herbarium, nursery propagation etc. The other 



activities you can do at these gardens include taking in the beautiful scent of 

the roses in the Rose Garden, finding out how you can attract butterflies to 

your garden with the help of certain plants, which is explained in the 

Butterfly Garden, and enjoy new kinds of feats and delicious treats in the 

bush gardens. 

Popular Tourist Destinations On Gold Coast 

Gold coast is a thriving tourist destination and the fourth most visited city in 

Australia. It is even termed the glitter strip and has a variety of places you 

can go to engage with locals and tourists. You can taste the local cuisines, 

shop, and enjoy doing different activities. Here is a list of a few places and 

things to do. 

• Beaches of Surfers Paradise, Coolangatta, Broadbeach and Burleigh 

Heads are among the most visited sites. These beaches are balmy, 

scenic, and clean. Try water sports here like parasailing, surfing, and 

Jet Ski to befriend people who do them with you and the instructors. 

You can enjoy the adrenaline rush while also making some 

adventurous and fun friends here. 

• If you are interested in wildlife, you can visit the Currumbin Wildlife 

Sanctuary, Lamington National Park, and Springbrook National Park. 

Be part of bird watching, hiking, and other expeditions to look for 

mates with similar interests and have meaningful conversations. You 

can discuss the local birds and animals or discuss the natural 

ecosystem with your new pals. 

• For adventure activities and leisure, go to SkyPoint (Surfers Paradise), 

Dreamworld, Sea World, Warner Bros Movie World etc. At these 

places, it’s easier to engage guides, instructors, or locals in 

conversations and find out more about the beautiful land of Gold 

Coast. 

• In addition, you can explore sports venues, aquatic centres, and 

shopping precincts & markets where you can talk to and befriend 

shopkeepers, professionals, locals, guides, tourists, and guides who 

are welcoming and who can help you explore the city. 

Arts & Culture Events 

According to the Culture Strategy 2023, as part of the Gold Coast 

government’s arts and cultural initiatives, numerous events and programs 

are hosted to engage locals, tourists, and new people who have moved to the 



city. The main areas of focus are 

• Public, Performing, and Visual Arts 

• Music 

• Indigenous history and heritage 

• Urban art 

• Indigenous culture 

For people who are artistically or culturally inclined, by participating in 

these initiatives, they can be a part of a community. It will be easier for you 

to find people with similar interests and inclinations and strike up 

interesting conversations with them. Finding like-minded people will help 

embolden your sense of belonging on the Gold Coast. You will feel more at 

home here, and it will help you make some good bonds. 

Gold Coast is a culturally diverse city with numerous locals, tourists, and 

new residents. Therefore, the people are warm and welcoming, which makes 

it easy to find people to befriend and enjoy a good conversation with. 

For finding new mates to hang out with, there are several places in the city, 

as mentioned above. You can find time to engage with new people and do a 

variety of activities while your removalists in Gold Coast take care of your 

moving-related tasks. 

III. When To Go 

The Gold Coast is blessed with 300 days of sunshine a year. 

During summer the average temperature is a pleasant 21 – 28.4°C (69.8 – 

83.1°F), while in winter the Gold Coast is generally sunny and dry with 

average temperatures between 12.5 – 21.5°C (54.5 – 70.7°F). The lush 

surroundings of the Gold Coast Hinterland dip slightly cooler with maximum 

winter temperatures around 16°C (60.8°F) with clear skies and dry air 

average cool nights. 

If you want to see the Goldie turn it on, time your visit when the Gold Coast 

plays backdrop to a large variety of sport, endurance and entertainment 

events, including the Corona Open Gold Coast and iconic Magic Millions 

Carnival. 

IV. What To Do There 



 

Discover the world-famous coastal region of Queensland with our guide to the 

best things to do on the Gold Coast 

 

Whether you're in the mood for relaxation, exploration or partying, the top 

things to do on the Gold Coast have you covered. With its golden sands and 

laid-back holiday vibe, the Gold Coast has always been a favourite 

destination for those seeking a relaxed seaside escape. However, this famous 



Queensland holiday spot offers more than a day at the beach. With its rich 

Indigenous heritage, vibrant markets, heart-pumping adrenaline activities 

and thriving live music scene, there is plenty to keep you entertained along 

the coastal strip. For a change of pace, head to the naturally beautiful Gold 

Coast hinterland where you’ll find an oasis of calm and stunning scenery. 

Bring your swimsuit and your sense of adventure. It’s time to discover a 

different side of the Gold Coast. 

1. Twilight climb at Q1 

What is it? Australia’s highest external building walk. 

Why go? Swap the beach for the clouds atop the Gold Coast skyscraper Q1 

and watch the sunset on a twilight climb. After a safety briefing you’ll put on 

a sturdy harness and head outside to climb the stairs to the top of Q1 and 

marvel at jaw-dropping ocean views as the sun sets. 

2. Jet Boat Extreme 

What is it? Hold onto your hats – this is a thrilling jetboating trip which 

leaves from Surfers Paradise. 

Why go? Get your heart racing with an adrenaline-packed hour spent zipping 

around sandbars and zooming past pelicans. Hang on tight as the driver cuts 

across the wake from larger boats, teasing the wheel so the jetboat dances 

across the waves. 

3. Jellurgal Aboriginal Cultural Centre 

What is it? The opportunity to explore Burleigh Head National Park with an 

Indigenous guide. 

Why go? To connect with the Gold Coast’s rich Indigenous culture. You’ll 

walk the tracks of the cool rainforest with a guide, and hear one of the Gold 

Coast’s oldest Dreamtime stories as you learn more about the traditional 

sites used by the Yugambeh people. 

4. Whale watching cruise 

What is it? A chance to see the gentle marine mammals from a boat, available 

from June to November. 

Why go? The Gold Coast has one of Australia’s longest whale watching 

seasons and offers the chance to see humpback whales and even the 

occasional orca whale if you’re lucky. Dolphins, flying fish, turtles and sharks 

are also spotted regularly during this scenic boat tour. 



5. O’Reilly’s Rainforest Retreat 

What is it? A historic guesthouse located in the heart of Lamington National 

Park. 

Why go? Lamington National Park is a natural wonderland filled with 

walking trails and jewel-bright native Australian birds. Don’t miss the free 

treetop canopy walk which has a 30-metre-high observation deck. 

6. Surf lesson 

What is it? An award-winning surf school on the Gold Coast. 

Why go? The Gold Coast is famous for surfing so you would be crazy not to 

try it at least once. It’s a fun atmosphere as everyone practices their surf 

moves on the beach before the instructors charge into the water with the 

class to help everyone learn how to hang ten. Wetsuit, on. 

7. Brewery tour with Burleigh Brewery Co. 

What is it? A fascinating (and tasty) tour of one of the Gold Coast’s most 

famous craft breweries. 

Why go? Explore the boutique Burleigh Brewery Co. with a brew master to 

learn the tricks of the trade, and drink beers with the guy who created them. 

You’ll sample four of their most popular beers. 

8. Mount Tamborine 

What is it? A day trip to the picturesque Gold Coast hinterland. 

Why? Mt Tamborine is an easy 40-minute drive from the Gold Coast but feels 

like a world away. Galleries and cafés line the cute main street, and 

Queensland’s oldest national park, (Tamborine Mountain National Park) 

offers impressive views of the distant Pacific Ocean. 

9. Yoga class by the beach 

What is it? Free yoga classes available throughout the Gold Coast. 

Why go? Kick off your morning with some downward-facing dog by the 

water, with ocean waves providing a soothing natural soundtrack. These 

free classes are part of the Gold Coast City Council’s ‘Active and Healthy’ 

programme. 

10. Surf World Gold Coast 



What is it? A museum that's home to Australia’s largest surfboard collection 

and loads of other surfing-based objects of interest. 

Why go? Surf World Gold Coast celebrates the history of surfing and its 

impact on popular culture with an impressive array of boards, trophies, 

photographs, clothing and other memorabilia. Exhibitions and events 

frequently change so you'll never get bored. Plus, the terrific gift shop is ideal 

for those seeking a souvenir that’s a little different. 

11. Miami Marketta 

What is it? A live music venue and street food market in the Gold Coast 

suburb of Miami. 

Why go? Catch a gig at Miami Marketta, a live music venue and hawker-style 

food market with shared tables, funky bars and a lively atmosphere every 

Wednesday, Friday and Saturday night. There is plenty of tasty street food 

and seating for 450 people, so be sure to bring your entire posse. 

12. Pacific Fair 

What is it? A vast shopping centre set amongst a tropical landscape. 

Why go? Pacific Fair has more than 400 shops, ranging from department 

stores to high-end boutiques like Prada and Gucci. The Visitors Lounge with 

chilled water and fresh fruit, free Wi-Fi and restrooms with showers, is a 

great spot to freshen up if the sun is getting a little intense. 

V. Local’s Tips 
 

 



If you have kids, or you’re a kid at heart, then the GC is Mecca for theme 

parks (Wet and Wild, Movie World, Dreamworld, SeaWorld) and although I 

didn’t think I would like it, the horse centric Outback Spectacular show is 

actually quite, as the name says, spectacular. If you’re planning on going for 

more than a day, go online and purchase a season’s pass (Google 

themeparks.com.au), it will be cheaper in the long run, especially if you 

come back to the coast again that year. (Don’t think about selling your pass 

when you leave though, your photo is on it. Unless you find someone who 

looks a lot like you, you’re stuck with it). If you do have a family and want to 

stay and travel to the theme parks, I recommend Turtle Beach Resort in Gold 

Coast (near Broadbeach). It has swimming pools for kids and adults, a small 

waterpark of its own, as well as onsite restaurants and corner store. And it’s 

only three streets to the beach. There is a shuttle service (additional cost) 

leaving from there daily for all the theme parks. Or, you can buy a ticket for 

the city shuttle bus that stops out front (although cheaper, this service takes 

awhile to reach your destination though). 

I haven’t mentioned the north end of the Gold Coast yet. It’s not that it isn’t 

good. It’s just not as good as the south GC. Broadwater Parklands is great for 

walks, kids activities (a big playground, and toddler friendly, free, water play 

area), Seaworld is in Main Beach, and if you keep heading along that road 

you’ll get to The Spit. It’s a place that locals love, and the city wants to build a 

casino and cruise ship terminal on. I’ll stay out of that debate. If you head 

north along the Gold Coast Highway (Don’t be fooled by the name, it’s now 

just a very busy 60kph artery from one end of the coast to the other). And 

stay along the coastline through Biggera Waters (home to Australia’s biggest 

outlet shopping,  Harbour Town), you’ll eventually get to Paradise Point. 

There is a nice community field here, a busy park, a mix of restaurants and 

cafes, and it’s next to the semi private wealthy community of Sovereign 

Island with its big houses and fancy cars. It’s worth a drive through. A ten 

minute drive from this area will take you to Sanctuary Cove. A unique 

community of locals who dock their boats and drive around it in custom golf 

carts. They don’t just use them on the local golf course. You’ll find a couple 

good restaurants, upscale shops, a weekend market, and the Illusions Magic 

Show of all things, home to illusionist Matt Hollywood (check out the Gold 

Coast flyers for deals to this).  

Now, the downsides of the Gold Coast aren’t many. One peeve I have, being a 

guy who loves a good coffee and a place to read, is that many cafes close 

between one and three in the afternoon. Broadbeach and Surfers Paradise 

are exceptions. That being said, another bonus about this oceanfront city is 



that Brisbane  (Qld’s largest and Australia’s fastest growing city) is only an 

hour drive, or a tram and train ride, away (using the Helensvale station 

connection).  Brisbane has an abundance of late night restaurants, shopping, 

and a cosmopolitan feel. What it doesn’t have is easy access to the beach, 

hinterland, and the streets can be really confusing (Car navigation systems 

get confused in the CBD). 

 

From North to South Gold Coast 

Sanctuary Cove: boats, golf carts, golf, adequate lunch and dinner choices, 

high-end shops, a resident illusionist 

Sovereign Island - rich people, expensive houses 

Paradise Point: cafes, a great park, a calm stretch of broadwater for those 

who aren’t strong swimmers or beach people 

Biggera Waters: Harbour Town Shopping Outlet, Charis Seafoods (it’s 

actually in the neighbouring community of Labrador, but they have great 

takeaway, and home to dozens of pelicans that come to get a daily feed of 

seafood scraps). 

Broadwater Parklands: Good walks, kids play areas, calm water, Australia 

Fair Shopping Centre (needs renovating, but movies are cheap at the cinema. 

Park here for free and walk across to the Broadwater, don’t tell them I said 

you could though :winking_face: 

Main Beach: Lark Cafe, Seaworld, Versace Hotel (rooms are over-rated), The 

Spit 



Surfers Paradise: Not really a surfer’s paradise. DO NOT book a hotel here (If 

you must, book at The Hilton, Soul, Q1, and a cheaper alternative Mantra 

Legends). Surfers is great to visit for about an hour. Get a photo at the 

Surfers Paradise sign,  do the climb at the Q1, then jump on a tram a quickly 

leave. The twenty somethings will enjoy the late night and nightclub scene. 

Just be warned, surfers after 10pm can get ‘sketchy’. 

Broadbeach: Great restaurants, good beach, shopping, and a casino. Busy. 

Home to some major hotel brands,I personally liked the Meriton. Watch out 

for those Groupon Broadbeach hotel offers if you’re shopping for discount 

accomodation. I’ve seen a couple that seem nice, but knowing the hotels on 

offer, I wouldn’t chance it. Restaurants, and some cafes, open late. 

Burleigh Heads: My favourite Gold Coast neighbourhood. Great beach. Surf 

friendly. Amazing views. On trend restaurants and cafes. Can get busy. 

Palm Beach: Up and coming neighbourhood. Community vibe. Quiet beaches. 

Good surfing.  Great restaurants and cafes, particularly the Pam Beach 

Avenue area. 

Currumbin: Great rock features off the beach (Elephant Rock). The views at 

Vikings Surf Club. A few good cafes; although they close early. Currumbin 

Wildlife Sanctuary (pat a kangaroo and hold a koala). Check online, or in 

local pamphlets for deals. 

Kirra: Quiet beaches. Tacos at Tupe Aloha. Close proximity to airport. 

Coolangatta: Good beaches. World class surfing (Snapper Rocks) and Point 

Danger (although technically Tweed Heads) Close proximity to airport. 

The Hinterland: 

Mount Tamborine: Touristy rainforest village. A beautiful drive, or head to 

one of the surrounding waterfalls. Saint Bernard Cafe has great views and, 

you guessed it, St. Bernards dogs. If you have allergies, perhaps give it a pass. 

Skip the nearby Skywalk through rainforest. It’s not worth the price of 

admission, especially since there’s majestic trails throughout the area. For 

ease of access, I suggest Springbrook Natural Arch waterfall. It’s not quite 

beside Mount Tamborine, but access from the Gold Coast mainland takes 

about he same time or less. 

Mudgeeraba: A mixture of a friendly small town and hippy vibe, it has a few 

good cafes and is the gateway to a couple great waterfalls. 
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