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desktop computer.The Core competencies are not based solely on
specific information or reports. Rather, they are a synthesis of the

collective knowledge of the committee. To satisfy Accreditation
Council for Graduate Medical Education requirements (ACGME),

residents are required to demonstrate competence in core
competencies. These core competencies were defined at the time
of the Organizing Committee of Joint Commission on Accreditation

of Medical Education (JCAHO) in 1988. They cover the broad
domains of professionalism, interpersonal and communication

skills, medical knowledge, practice-based learning and
improvement and systems-based practice. Since their

implementation, numerous studies have documented an
improvement in the core competencies' scores at individual

resident level as well as satisfaction. In all five competencies, the
curriculum from 2012-2014 is structured in three parts. The first

part is a longitudinal didactic sessions aimed at providing
theoretical knowledge in each of the competencies. The second

part is competency-based practice, followed by evaluation of
residents' performance of the competencies using a

comprehensive checklist. This checklist, which is uniformly and
separately administered to all residents at each of their monthly
briefings, consists of three components: a) objective structured
clinical examination (OSCE), b) minimum criteria for milestones
(MCM) and c) clinical performance assessment in the form of a

global rating scale on a 5-point scale ([Table 1](#T1){ref-
type="table"}). Residents are requested to demonstrate their

knowledge, skills and attitudes regarding patient care by
completing these tasks. Training manuals and clinical scenarios
are provided to the residents. The training during the first year

covers four competencies, the second year five competencies, the
third year six competencies and the fourth year eight

competencies. Residents receive feedback based on the data
collected during the didactic sessions, competency-based tasks,

OSCE, MCM and global rating scale components. Regular monthly
review and a community education forum are conducted to build

up self-assurance in residents and to provide them with an
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opportunity to self-improve.
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