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INSIDE GOLD COAST:



Abstract 

Gold Coast Australia is an iconic destination that offers some of the worlds best 

beaches, pristine oceans, spectacular coastlines, peaceful waterways all of 

which are back-dropped by rainforests and scenic mountain ranges. 

Surfers Paradise sits at the heart of the Gold Coast and is perhaps the most well-

known suburb in Australia. Surfers Paradise is famous worldwide for its sand 

and surf, resort hotels, and entertainment. 

Also popular with holidaymakers and visitors are the beach fronted suburbs 

including Main Beach, Broadbeach, Burleigh Heads, and Coolangatta. 

The city is home to major events such as the Supercars GC600, Magic Millions 

Horse Racing Carnival, major Rugby events, Surf Carnivals, Golf Tournaments 

and much more. 

This pdf provides a guide to all that and much more. 

 

Getting Started 

The Gold Coast glitters along the coastline of South East Queensland and enjoys 

near-perfect weather all year long. It’s a city famed for its diverse natural 

beauty, from picture-perfect beaches to a surrounding hinterland of lush 

rainforests, ancient national parks and abundant wildlife. The city also boasts 

an electric nightlife and entertainment scene, shopping strips, theme parks and 

world-class educational institutions that attract students from all over the 

world. With friendly locals and a laid-back beach culture, the Gold Coast is an 

ideal city to study in. 



 

I. About the Gold Coast 

The region is famous for its sub-tropical climate, laid-back atmosphere, 

nightlife, and immaculate sandy beaches. One American travel writer on visiting 

the region commented: 

..something about this place evokes a feeling of guilty pleasure – whether it be 

the flawless beaches a block from the chaos, the countless day tours to 

everywhere or the simple ability to party all night and lounge all day, free from 

the need for a single intelligent thought..  

 

It’s all that and much more, it is truly a unique piece of geography bathed in 

golden sunshine saying – so enjoy! 



The Gold Coast features immaculate beaches running almost the entire length 

of the region’s coastline which faces the beautiful blue Pacific Ocean. Match this 

with a favorable climate, endless attractions, nightlife, dining, friendly people, 

along with a safe environment, and you have Australias favourite holiday 

destination that’s open to the world. 

The Gold Coast region is located 70kms south of Queensland’s capital city, 

Brisbane, and almost 1000km’s north of the capital of New South Wales, Sydney. 

It has an estimated population of 480,000 and is Australia’s sixth largest city. At 

the center of the Gold Coast region is the popular and well-known suburb of 

Surfers Paradise. 

 

Inland from the beaches and behind the city, there are magnificent National 

Parks – Springbrook, Lamington, and Tamborine which feature World Heritage 

protected areas. These scenic sub-tropical rainforests are visitor friendly with 

picnic areas, short and long nature walks, amazing natural flora and fauna, and 

spectacular lookouts that gaze out across the hinterland, the city and out to the 

expanse of the ocean. The Hinterland and Mt Tamborine are also popular for its 

wineries. 



 

The climate on the Gold Coast is a comfortable sub-tropical climate averaging in 

the 20’s and is enjoyable all year round. The weather makes it favorable for a 

vast range of attractions and activities including four big theme parks that 

provide hours and hours, if not days, of entertainment value with something on 

offer for everyone. 

The four major theme parks are Movie World, Wet ‘n’ Wild, and Dreamworld 

located in the Coomera/Oxenford area and Sea World at Main Beach. 

 

Adventure attractions are endless and some include motorbike tours, 

parasailing, skydiving, hot air ballooning, jet skiing, power boating, helicopter 

tours, go-karting, and motor racing. 



Deep sea fishing charters are popular along with whale and dolphin watching 

tours. Other marine activities include fishing at the beach or along the 

riverways, swimming, skiing, diving, and snorkeling. 

The Gold Coast is also home to over 20 of Australia’s leading golf resorts with 

picturesque backdrops and meticulously manicured greens. 

The Gold Coast is popular for its nightlife which centers on Cavill Avenue and 

Orchid Avenue where you can party to the early hours. There are also two 

nightclubs located in Broadbeach as well as a large casino and convention 

centre. Taverns and Surf Clubs are also popular. 

There are also over 500 restaurants on the Coast! Main Beach and Broadbeach 

are popular for their main streets lined with quality restaurants serving for all 

tastes in ambient relaxing surroundings. 

And that’s just a brief intro! It really is a place that offers something for everyone 

no matter what takes your fancy. 

 

 Gold Coast Statistics & Facts 

A collection of stats for the Gold Coast region including population, 

demographics, and tourism statistics. 

Gold Coast fast facts 

• Population: 638,090 (ABS 2017) 

• Area: 1,334km² 

• Time Zone: AEST (UTC+10) 

• GRP: $33.9 billion (Gross Regional Product) 

• Coordinates: 28°01′0″S 153°24′0″E 

• Mean max temp: 25.1 °C 

• Mean min temp: 17.2 °C 



• Annual rainfall: 1,218.2 mm 

• NRL Team: Gold Coast Titans 

• AFL Team: Gold Coast Suns 

Age Demographics 

SERVICE AGE GROUP (YEARS) NUMBER % 

Parents and homebuilders (35 to 49) 115,493 20.8 

Young workforce (25 to 34) 76,418 13.8 

Older workers and pre-retirees (50 to 59) 69,931 12.6 

Empty nesters and retirees (60 to 69) 60,209 10.8 

Tertiary education and independence (18 to 24) 51,174 9.2 

Seniors (70 to 84) 49,763 9.0 

Primary schoolers (5 to 11) 48,279 8.7 

Secondary schoolers (12 to 17) 39,835 7.2 

Babies and pre-schoolers (0 to 4) 32,978 5.9 

Elderly aged (85 and over) 11,643 2.1 

Total 555,723 100.0 

 

Employment by Industry 

INDUSTRY SECTOR NUMBER % 

Health Care and Social Assistance 32,380 12.4 

Construction 29,959 11.5 

Retail Trade 29,293 11.2 

Accommodation and Food Services 25,240 9.7 

Education and Training 21,127 8.1 

Professional, Scientific and Technical Services 15,980 6.1 

Manufacturing 14,000 5.4 

Inadequately described or not stated 12,806 4.9 

Administrative and Support Services 11,311 4.3 

Public Administration and Safety 11,074 4.3 

Other Services 10,373 4.0 

Transport, Postal and Warehousing 9,844 3.8 

Rental, Hiring and Real Estate Services 7,719 3.0 

Arts and Recreation Services 7,718 3.0 

Financial and Insurance Services 6,709 2.6 

Wholesale trade 6,323 2.4 

Information Media and Telecommunications 4,052 1.6 

Mining 1,828 0.7 

Electricity, Gas, Water and Waste Services 1,520 0.6 

Agriculture, Forestry and Fishing 1,295 0.5 

Total employed persons aged 15+ 260,551 100.0 

 

Tourism Statistics (year-end 2017) 



STAT VISITORS HOLIDAY VFR BUSINESS EXPENDITURE ($M) 

Domestic Overnight 4,005,000 2,133,000 1,299,000 440,000 $3,099.1m 

Annual % change1 ▲ 8.1% ▲ 7.9% ▲ 6.7% ▲ 18.7% ▲ 3.8% 

3-yr trend % change2 ▲ 4.5% ▲ 4.3% ▲ 4.6% ▲ 6.2% ▲ 2.7% 

International Overnight 1,069,000 852,000 160,000 36,000 $1,227.9m 

Annual % change ▲ 4.1% ▲ 4.9% ▲ 9.7% ▲ 1.2% ▲ 2.1% 

3-yr trend % change ▲ 8.0% ▲ 8.5% ▲ 6.8% ▲ 5.8% ▲ 6.1% 

TOTAL 5,074,000 2,985,000 1,459,000 476,000 $4,327.0m 

Annual % change ▲ 7.3% ▲ 7.0% ▲ 7.0% ▲ 17.2% ▲ 3.3% 

3-yr trend % change ▲ 5.2% ▲ 5.5% ▲ 4.8% ▲ 6.2% ▲ 3.7% 

 

Sources of Domestic Vistors to the Gold Coast (year-end 2017) 

REGION VISITORS % CHG NIGHTS % CHG 

All Visitors Visitors % Chg Nights % Chg 

Brisbane 1354000 8.00% 3211000 11.00% 

Regional Qld 789000 23.30% 2376000 21.70% 

Sydney 658000 15.80% 2758000 17.10% 

Regional NSW 421000 -14.00% 1820000 0.20% 

Melbourne 432000 25.70% 2282000 3.00% 

Regional Vic 92000 -36.70% 599000 -22.50% 

 

Top 10 Sources of Domestic Vistors to the Gold Coast (year-end 2017) 

COUNTRY VISITORS % CHG NIGHTS % CHG 

China 309000 5.70% 1758000 27.60% 

NZ 202000 -0.90% 1592000 -7.90% 

UK 70000 -0.20% 693000 -14.70% 

Japan 65000 2.20% 888000 -11.30% 

USA 39000 3.50% 482000 -9.50% 

Taiwan 38000 3.00% 348000 17.70% 

Hong Kong 37000 29.00% 226000 16.50% 

Korea 34000 14.10% 326000 -34.10% 

India 33000 31.90% 246000 61.50% 

Singapore 29000 -11.20% 192000 5.20% 

 

Gold Coast Climate Guide 

The Gold Coast has a comfortable, sub-tropical climate, which is enjoyable all 

year round temperatures average in the mid to high 20’s all year round. 



Summer spans the months of December to February and sees the highest 

rainfalls. Being sub-tropical, when it rains on the Gold Coast it’s often seen that 

storms and clouds take a ‘dump and run’ approach, rather than drizzling rain all 

day. After the rain, any storm activity or gray skies tend to clear up quickly, and 

there’s a fast return to sunshine. It can also be quite humid, but not 

uncomfortably so due to sea breezes. Whilst high 20’s are the average during 

summer, many days are in the high 30’s and sometimes occasionally even crack 

the 40 degree Celsius mark. 

Autumn lasts from March until May and is favored by many being very 

comfortable weather day and night. Temps range from 18 to 25 Celsius and the 

ocean water temp is still holding up enough to enjoy a comfortable swim. 

Winter starts in June and finishes in August. During this time it is not as humid 

and there is much less rainfall, the nights are certainly cooler too, but not cold, 

dropping only to the mid-teens on average. It’s still a great time to visit, 

particularly if you don’t like really hot weather. 

Spring starts in September and finishes in November offering very pleasant 

weather albeit a little dry and occasionally windy in its early onset.  Temps range 

from 16 to 25 degrees. 

Clothing – Sunscreen is a must, along with a hat, and sunglasses for eye comfort. 

Lightweight clothing is most comfortable most year round with a light jacket or 

jumper for cooler nights in winter. One of the most important considerations on 

the Gold Coast is Sun Safety – learn more about sun protection at QLD 

Government Sun Safe site 

 

SEASONS AND AVERAGE DAYTIME TEMPERATURES BY MONTH 

25°min – 30°max. 

Dec/Jan/Feb 

Summer 

18°min – 26°max. 

March/April/May 

Autumn 

13°min – 21°max. 

June/July/Aug 

Winter 

16°min – 25°max. 

Sep/Oct/Nov 

Spring 

AVERAGE WATER TEMPERATURE BY MONTH 

25° 

Dec/Jan/Feb 

23° 

March/April/May 

20° 

June/July/Aug 

22° 

Sep/Oct/Nov 

 

Suburbs of the Gold Coast 

Here is an intro to the suburbs of the Gold Coast. There are eighty-one suburbs 

in total covering an area of 1,358 km2 with a population of 555,721 (2016). The 

most populated suburb is Southport at 31,908 and the largest suburb by area is 

Numinbah Valley at 100.6 km. 



 

Here is a quick overview of one of the peaceful suburbs on the Gold Coast -

Paradise Point: 

Paradise Point is a beautiful coastal suburb that lies on the Gold Coast 

Broadwater and surrounds by South Stradbroke Island. It is a small suburb that 

had a total population of 6,536 in the 2016 census. Young couples and families 

are moving to Paradise Point because it offers great housing options with high-

end amenities. It has numerous million-dollar mansions, luxurious apartments, 

spacious townhouses and cottages within the vicinity of local markets, 

healthcare centres, restaurants, parks and other entertainment hubs. The 

median house in this suburb is $1,767,500- which is relatively high. If you want 

to upgrade your living standard, move to Paradise Point 4216 with the trained 

removalists Gold Coast. 

Paradise Point is a mostly residential area featuring many waterfront homes 

along it’s many canals. It also faces the Broadwater and Sovereign Islands and 

Ephraim Islands are connected via bridges to the mainland of Paradise Point. 

The area is popular for boating and fishing, and there is a boat ramp near Doris 

Gibbs Park which also has a BBQ. 

Suburb Maps 



 

II. Awesome Reasons To Live On The Gold Coast 

With glorious beaches, perfect weather and a thriving entertainment and 

nightlife scene, who wouldn’t want to be living on the Gold Coast? While the 

city is famous for its relaxed beachside lifestyle, there are also numerous 

world-class educational institutions and promising career opportunities. 

If you’re planning to study in Australia, here are ten awesome reasons to live 

on the Gold Coast. 

 
 

 



1. The nature 

It’s almost impossible to talk about the Gold Coast without mentioning its 

most famous attractions – the beaches. From tourist hotspots like Main 

Beach to local gems such as Echo Beach, the Gold Coast has you covered. 

Stretching across 57km, the Gold Coast is one white sandy beach after 

another, with lots of famous surfing spots that draw enthusiasts from far and 

wide. Gold Coast beaches also play host to several different sport and 

recreational activities and major events, so there’s always something fun to 

do. 

And while the beaches might steal most of the attention, the Gold Coast is 

also home to lots of national parks and bush walks that are pretty much as 

beautiful as it gets. 

 
 



Burleigh National Park is a popular trekking spot that offers stunning views 

of Surfers Paradise and the Pacific Ocean. Or, step just outside the Gold Coast 

to explore the breathtaking Gondwana Rainforests, which contain the largest 

subtropical rainforests in the world. 

2. The sunny weather 

While the sun might not shine every day of the year on the Gold Coast, it does 

come pretty close. In fact, the city enjoys around 300 sunny days each year. 

The winters are milder than in cities such as Sydney and Melbourne, and 

while Gold Coast summers may get uncomfortably hot and humid, it’s the 

perfect excuse to swim at one of the many magnificent beaches. 

3. The laidback vibe 

Thanks to the sunny weather, palm trees, and never-ending beaches, the 

Gold Coast is overflowing with holiday vibes. You’ll find that the pace is 

slower on the Gold Coast than in other major cities, and the friendly locals 

love to have a chat. 

Gold Coasters have perfected a laidback beach culture that balances hard 

work with plenty of sunshine and good times. You may be studying a lot, but 

living on the Gold Coast will make it feel like an endless vacation. 

 
 



 

4. The multiculturalism 

With three universities located on the Gold Coast and a large TAFE Institute 

in Southport, the city attracts thousands of international students to its 

shores each year. Along with the many tourists that visit the area, the Gold 

Coast is a fun, diverse and multicultural place to live. In fact, nearly one in 

three Gold Coast residents was born overseas. 

There are plenty of multicultural events and activities occurring each year, 

including Harmony Week in March and Multicultural Month in August. The 

popular Chinatown in Southport also hosts regular street markets and 

cultural festivals. 

5. The nightlife 

Surfers Paradise boasts an unrivalled party reputation. The streets are lined 

with pounding dance clubs, bars, restaurants, and live music venues, 

meaning there’s an awesome venue to be found around every corner. 

Outside of Surfers Paradise, the fun continues. Check out suburbs like 

Broadbeach and Burleigh Heads to discover top restaurants and trendy bars 

that’ll keep the drinks flowing from dusk until dawn. 

 



 

6. The world-class universities 

The Gold Coast is home to several fantastic educational institutions. Griffith 

University ranks 30th in the 2020 Times Higher Education Young University 

Rankings and 33rd in the 2021 QS World University Rankings Top 50 Under 

50. Plus, in the Shanghai Ranking Global Ranking of Academic Subjects 2020, 

the University placed in the top 10 for Hospitality and Leisure Management 

(3rd in the world) and Nursing (2nd in the world). 

Bond University has been consistently rated as one of the top universities in 

Australia for student experience, as well as the leading university in 

Australia for employer satisfaction with graduates. 

Southern Cross University sits in the world’s top 200 universities under the 

age of 50 according to the Times Higher Education World University 

Rankings. It’s also considered the best university in Australia for 

international student support. 

On top of universities, you’ll find several colleges and TAFE campuses on the 

Gold Coast offering courses in all kinds of areas, including cookery, 

hospitality, design, tourism, IT and more. 

7. The employment opportunities 

 



While the Gold Coast is smaller than big capital cities like Sydney, Melbourne 

and Brisbane, there are plenty of opportunities to secure work and build a 

career. Plus, the Gold Coast is considered a ‘regional area’, which means 

graduating students in the Gold Coast can now stay and work for between 

three and five years (check the Department of Home Affairs for more 

details). They’ll also have access to the Regional Occupation List, meaning a 

choice of more jobs and visa options. 
 

The health and medical industry is undergoing major employment growth 

and is currently the leading sector for the most available jobs. Other areas 

with high employment opportunities include ICT, tourism, education, and 

hospitality. 

8. The affordability 

Compared to living in a capital city, the Gold Coast can be an extremely 

affordable city to live in. Accommodation rates are generally lower than in 

capital cities, with rooms in a share house starting from as low as $135 per 

week in great areas such as Southport and Surfers Paradise. 

Combine this with cheap public transport and plenty of free and low-cost 

social activities, the Gold Coast is a very budget-friendly choice. 

 

9. The good public transport access 



The Gold Coast has a fantastic public transport system that makes getting 

around the city very easy. There’s no shortage of buses, trains, and trams to 

get you where you need to go, and the network usually runs on time. Plus, 

the public transport network can take you to several day-trip and overnight 

destinations outside the Gold Coast, including Brisbane. 

As a student, you may qualify for a concession rate on your GO card, meaning 

you can save up to 50% off on your rides. 

10. The endless entertainment and events 

There’s always something happening on the Gold Coast. 

The city offers the biggest collection of theme parks in the Southern 

Hemisphere including Warner Bros. Movie World, Sea World, Dreamworld, 

Wet‘n’Wild, and more. 
 

You’ll find countless festivals celebrating food, film, music, culture, art, and 

everything in between. Some of the best events include the Gold Coast Film 

Festival, Sand Safari Arts Festival, Surfers Paradise LIVE, and Bleach* 

Festival. 

The Home of the Arts (HOTA) is a cultural hub showcasing the latest movies, 

live concerts, exhibitions, and shows across all kinds of genres. Plus, there’s 



always events and activities taking place in parks, entertainment venues, 

beaches, and libraries across the city. 

Whatever you’re into, you’ll never get bored on the Gold Coast. 

 

III. When To Go 

The Gold Coast is blessed with 300 days of sunshine a year. 

During summer the average temperature is a pleasant 21 – 28.4°C (69.8 – 

83.1°F), while in winter the Gold Coast is generally sunny and dry with 

average temperatures between 12.5 – 21.5°C (54.5 – 70.7°F). The lush 

surroundings of the Gold Coast Hinterland dip slightly cooler with maximum 

winter temperatures around 16°C (60.8°F) with clear skies and dry air 

average cool nights. 

If you want to see the Goldie turn it on, time your visit when the Gold Coast 

plays backdrop to a large variety of sport, endurance and entertainment 

events, including the Corona Open Gold Coast and iconic Magic Millions 

Carnival. 

IV. What To Do There 

The Gold Coast region is big on theme parks. During peak season expect them 

all to be quite busy. Before you go, investigate ticket discounts for combined 

travel and entry, multi-park and multi-day passes. Members of Australian 

motoring associations can purchase discounted tickets from them before 

you travel. 

A short list of attractions and admission prices: 



• Currumbin Wildlife Sanctuary: koalas, kangaroos, birds, snakes, 

crocodiles. Admission $31 to $99. 

• Sea World: sharks, dolphins, penguins, polar bears. Admission $50 to 

$80. 

• Warner Bros Movie World: Admission $50 to $80. 

• Dreamworld: Amusement park, animals. Admission $50 to $80. 

• WhiteWater World: Water park with pools, slides. Admission $30 to 

$50. 

• Australian Outback Spectacular: horses and unique Australian lifestyle 

(dinner provided). Admission $55 to $110. Located right next to Movie 

world. 

• Wet 'n' Wild: Water park with pools, slides, rides. Admission $35 to 

$60. 

• Tropical Fruit World: Fruit plantation orchard, with tour, shows, 

tasting. Admission Adults $44, Children $25 (ages 4-16), Concession 

$35, Family Pass $110 (2A+2C) or $120 (2A+3C). 

• Go to the top of the Q1 building for stunning views of the entire city, 

lines of beaches and the Hinterland. 

• Watch one of Gold Coast's local professional sports teams: These 

include the Titans (NRL) with games played in Robina, and the Gold 

Coast Suns (AFL) 

Movie World, Sea World and Wet'n'Wild are owned by the same company, 

so check out one of their combo tickets [20] if you're planning on hitting two 

or more of them. 

Dreamworld and WhiteWater World offer the same kind of deal. 

• Gold Coast JetX, 30-34 Ferny Avenue, Surfers Paradise, QLD 4217, ☎ 

07 5538 8890, [1]. 10am-5pm. The Gold Coast's largest & most 

powerful jet boat adventure in the heart of Surfers Paradise Adult $55, 

Child $38, Family of 4 $150.  edit 

• Gold Coast Whale Adventures, Shop 5, 60 Seaworld Drive, Main Beach, 

Queensland 4217 (Located in the Tallship Cruise Terminal), ☎ 07 

5532 2444, [2]. 8:30 - 4:30. They boast a 100% rate of sighting 

humpback whales & claim to have the Gold Coast's largest whale 

watching vessel. Most of the whale watching tours are from 8:30am - 

11:30. Whale watching season is usually from June - November. From 

$88 Adult & $58 Child.  edit 



• Gold Coast Gondolas, Mariners Cove, 60 - 70 Seaworld Drive, Main 

Beach, Gold Coast, Queensland, 4217, ☎ 07 5574 6883, [3]. Private 

luxury dinner cruise on a romantic gondola through the canals of the 

Gold Coast. Day & night tours available. starting at $75.  edit 

• Ambience on Tour - Day Tours (Wine Tours, Brewery Tours, Art Tours, 

Scenic Tours), Tamworth Drive, Helensvale, 4212 (Door to door pick 

up / drop off), ☎ 0432 868 336, [4]. 9.30am - 4.30pm. offers a great 

variety of day tours on the beautiful Gold Coast and Tamborine 

Mountain. Select from Wine tours, Brewery tours, unique Art Tours, 

Scenic Rainforest tours or tailor your own tour. Visit boutique 

wineries, popular microbreweries and the most awarded distillery in 

Australia. Meet local artists in their own studios and browse charming 

art galleries. Walk high amongst rainforest canopy at Skywalk. Tours 

daily. Check website for more details.  edit 

• Springbrook National Park. Springbrook National Park is located in 

the Gold Coast Hinterland. It is home to the famous Natural Bridge, 

which itself is home to one of largest native glow worm populations in 

Queensland which are endemic to the region. Explore beautiful 

lookouts of Gold Coast City and many thundering waterfalls located 

along the many marked trails at the park.  edit 

• Gold Coast Full Day Private Tour, 1 Cavill Avenue, Surfers Paradise, 

Gold Coast, ☎ 0434969147, [5]. 08:00 - 21:00. Tailored Queensland 

offers a great variety of day tours available on the Gold Coast that can 

take you to surrounding areas on a private tour. This tour is a full day 

and takes you to local beaches, scenic areas and to the Outback 

Spectacular in the evening. $499.   

Be wary 

Be wary of street vendors promising free tickets to theme parks. Generally 

found along Cavill Mall in Surfers Paradise, they promise free theme park 

tickets in return for 3-4 hours of your time watching a timeshare 

presentation followed by high pressure salesmanship to sign up. 

V. Where To Eat And Drink 

Eat 

The back arcades of Surfers Paradise have dozens of cheap Japanese and 

Korean "lunchbox" style restaurants and the quality is usually excellent, not 

to mention the price (less than $15 for a large main meal). 



A variety of quick eats is available in the mall off Cavill Avenue. A highlight 

for vegetarians is Govinda's Veg-O-Rama in the mall. There is a very well 

priced sushi train one street north of Cavill Ave called Sushi in Paradise (2 

Elkhorn Ave). 

Tedder Avenue in Main Beach and the Broadbeach area have the largest 

concentration of restaurants and cafés with food ranging from gourmet 

seafood to pub fare. Expect to pay $20–$50 for a main meal. Don't forget that 

most of the restaurants are BYO. 

There is an all you can eat Buffet in Jupiters (now known as Star) Casino that 

offers lunch for $29.90, dinner for $40 (seafood on fri/sat for $50). The food 

there is delicious and there are plenty of entrees, mains, roasts and desserts. 

Heading north to the Marina's around the Broadwater will put you right 

amongst the Gold Coast's freshest fish markets. Peter's Fish Market is just 

north of Marina Mirage and will happily cook fish and chips if you have 

nowhere to do it yourself. 

If there is a local speciality it has to be Mud Crabs, known as muddies, which 

are great when in season. 

Royal Pines Resort in Ashmore (now known as RACV Resort) has a fine 

selection of high-end to mid-range restaurants (High-end fine dining at 

Vediere, fine dining Japanese and Teppanyaki at Arakawa Restaurant, 

traditional Italian at Trattoria Amici, Mid-range buffet dining at Kalinda, 

sumptuous breakfast and lunch at Tees Restaurant and the hotel also has a 

a selection of Bars and lounges). Ashmore is about ten minutes drive from 

Surfers Paradise and is close to many different suburbs. 

Deja View Restaurant (Outrigger Surfers Paradise), Level 2, View Avenue, 

Surfers Paradise (Level 2 of the Outrigger Hotel), ☎ +61755791087. 0630 - 

2130. Deja View Restaurant located on level 2 inside the Outrigger Hotel 

offers something for everyone. With a buffet Breakfast every day from 6:30 

- 10:00am for $25 per adult including everything you could imagine. Lunch 

has all the classics you can find anywhere in Australia from club sandwiches 

to chicken schnitzel. And for dinner they offer a full seafood buffet with fresh 

Prawns, Oysters, Crabs and Mussels as well as a huge hot food selection with 

chicken and beef etc. Also Selections of Salads, Pizzas, Cheese, and a huge 

dessert buffet. They also have a set menu each night which has a choice of 2 

or 3 courses from their Australian/Vietnamese dishes 25 - 55.  

Drink 



Try a local surf club for a cheap beer with a great view, you'll find one or two 

in every beachside suburb of the Gold Coast. They're generally located right 

in front of the beach their members patrol and serve deliciously affordable 

food and drinks. The fish doesn't actually get much fresher. Broadbeach and 

Surfers Paradise offer the biggest choice of bars, clubs, and cafes, and you 

can order almost anything you can dream up. 

Further south,Kirra Surf Lifesaving Club, Coolangatta Surf Lifesaving Club, 

Tweed Heads & Coolangatta Surf Lifesaving Club and Rainbow Bay Surf 

Lifesaving Club have spectacular decks, good food and entertainment and 

friendly welcomes. Just sign in as a guest. 

Twin Towns RSL is the largest RSL in NSW. On the border of Queensland and 

NSW it offers a variety of dining options, frequent entertainment acts, and a 

friendly environment all at club prices. It has the sterile renovated feel of 

many of the newer clubs, but it is possible to get a seat with nice view. 

VI. Local’s Tips 

 

If you have kids, or you’re a kid at heart, then the GC is Mecca for theme parks 

(Wet and Wild, Movie World, Dreamworld, SeaWorld) and although I didn’t 

think I would like it, the horse centric Outback Spectacular show is actually 

quite, as the name says, spectacular. If you’re planning on going for more 

than a day, go online and purchase a season’s pass (Google 

themeparks.com.au), it will be cheaper in the long run, especially if you come 

back to the coast again that year. (Don’t think about selling your pass when 



you leave though, your photo is on it. Unless you find someone who looks a 

lot like you, you’re stuck with it). If you do have a family and want to stay and 

travel to the theme parks, I recommend Turtle Beach Resort in Mermaid 

Beach (near Broadbeach). It has swimming pools for kids and adults, a small 

waterpark of its own, as well as onsite restaurants and corner store. And it’s 

only three streets to the beach. There is a shuttle service (additional cost) 

leaving from there daily for all the theme parks. Or, you can buy a ticket for 

the city shuttle bus that stops out front (although cheaper, this service takes 

awhile to reach your destination though). 

I haven’t mentioned the north end of the Gold Coast yet. It’s not that it isn’t 

good. It’s just not as good as the south GC. Broadwater Parklands is great for 

walks, kids activities (a big playground, and toddler friendly, free, water play 

area), Seaworld is in Main Beach, and if you keep heading along that road 

you’ll get to The Spit. It’s a place that locals love, and the city wants to build 

a casino and cruise ship terminal on. I’ll stay out of that debate. If you head 

north along the Gold Coast Highway (Don’t be fooled by the name, it’s now 

just a very busy 60kph artery from one end of the coast to the other). And 

stay along the coastline through Biggera Waters (home to Australia’s biggest 

outlet shopping,  Harbour Town), you’ll eventually get to Paradise Point. 

There is a nice community field here, a busy park, a mix of restaurants and 

cafes, and it’s next to the semi private wealthy community of Sovereign 

Island with its big houses and fancy cars. It’s worth a drive through. A ten 

minute drive from this area will take you to Sanctuary Cove. A unique 

community of locals who dock their boats and drive around it in custom golf 

carts. They don’t just use them on the local golf course. You’ll find a couple 

good restaurants, upscale shops, a weekend market, and the Illusions Magic 

Show of all things, home to illusionist Matt Hollywood (check out the Gold 

Coast flyers for deals to this).  

Now, the downsides of the Gold Coast aren’t many. One peeve I have, being 

a guy who loves a good coffee and a place to read, is that many cafes close 

between one and three in the afternoon. Broadbeach and Surfers Paradise 

are exceptions. That being said, another bonus about this oceanfront city is 

that Brisbane  (Qld’s largest and Australia’s fastest growing city) is only an 

hour drive, or a tram and train ride, away (using the Helensvale station 

connection).  Brisbane has an abundance of late night restaurants, shopping, 

and a cosmopolitan feel. What it doesn’t have is easy access to the beach, 

hinterland, and the streets can be really confusing (Car navigation systems 

get confused in the CBD). 



  

From North to South Gold Coast 

Sanctuary Cove: boats, golf carts, golf, adequate lunch and dinner choices, 

high-end shops, a resident illusionist 

Sovereign Island - rich people, expensive houses 

Paradise Point: cafes, a great park, a calm stretch of broadwater for those 

who aren’t strong swimmers or beach people 

Biggera Waters: Harbour Town Shopping Outlet, Charis Seafoods (it’s 

actually in the neighbouring community of Labrador, but they have great 

takeaway, and home to dozens of pelicans that come to get a daily feed of 

seafood scraps). 

Broadwater Parklands: Good walks, kids play areas, calm water, Australia 

Fair Shopping Centre (needs renovating, but movies are cheap at the cinema. 

Park here for free and walk across to the Broadwater, don’t tell them I said 

you could though :winking_face: 

Main Beach: Lark Cafe, Seaworld, Versace Hotel (rooms are over-rated), The 

Spit 

Surfers Paradise: Not really a surfer’s paradise. DO NOT book a hotel here (If 

you must, book at The Hilton, Soul, Q1, and a cheaper alternative Mantra 

Legends). Surfers is great to visit for about an hour. Get a photo at the Surfers 

Paradise sign,  do the climb at the Q1, then jump on a tram a quickly leave. 

The twenty somethings will enjoy the late night and nightclub scene. Just be 

warned, surfers after 10pm can get ‘sketchy’. 

Broadbeach: Great restaurants, good beach, shopping, and a casino. Busy. 

Home to some major hotel brands,I personally liked the Meriton. Watch out 

for those Groupon Broadbeach hotel offers if you’re shopping for discount 

accomodation. I’ve seen a couple that seem nice, but knowing the hotels on 

offer, I wouldn’t chance it. Restaurants, and some cafes, open late. 

Burleigh Heads: My favourite Gold Coast neighbourhood. Great beach. Surf 

friendly. Amazing views. On trend restaurants and cafes. Can get busy. 

Palm Beach: Up and coming neighbourhood. Community vibe. Quiet beaches. 

Good surfing.  Great restaurants and cafes, particularly the Pam Beach 

Avenue area. 



Currumbin: Great rock features off the beach (Elephant Rock). The views at 

Vikings Surf Club. A few good cafes; although they close early. Currumbin 

Wildlife Sanctuary (pat a kangaroo and hold a koala). Check online, or in local 

pamphlets for deals. 

Kirra: Quiet beaches. Tacos at Tupe Aloha. Close proximity to airport. 

Coolangatta: Good beaches. World class surfing (Snapper Rocks) and Point 

Danger (although technically Tweed Heads) Close proximity to airport. 

The Hinterland: 

Mount Tamborine: Touristy rainforest village. A beautiful drive, or head to 

one of the surrounding waterfalls. Saint Bernard Cafe has great views and, 

you guessed it, St. Bernards dogs. If you have allergies, perhaps give it a pass. 

Skip the nearby Skywalk through rainforest. It’s not worth the price of 

admission, especially since there’s majestic trails throughout the area. For 

ease of access, I suggest Springbrook Natural Arch waterfall. It’s not quite 

beside Mount Tamborine, but access from the Gold Coast mainland takes 

about he same time or less. 

Mudgeeraba: A mixture of a friendly small town and hippy vibe, it has a few 

good cafes and is the gateway to a couple great waterfalls. 
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