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Abstract 

We are part of the fastest growing area in the country and tens of thousands of people move 

to the Coast each year from interstate and overseas - the Gold Coast is the 6th largest city in 

Australia, and Australia's largest non-capital city. It's a beautiful place to live, and we are 

here to help you make the most of it.  

 

I. Introduction 

With glorious beaches, perfect weather and a thriving entertainment and nightlife scene, 

who wouldn’t want to be living on the Gold Coast? While the city is famous for its relaxed 

beachside lifestyle, there are also numerous world-class educational institutions and 

promising career opportunities. 

If you’re planning to study in Australia, here are ten awesome reasons to live on the Gold 

Coast. 

1. The nature 

It’s almost impossible to talk about the Gold Coast without mentioning its most famous 

attractions – the beaches. From tourist hotspots like Main Beach to local gems such as Echo 

Beach, the Gold Coast has you covered. 

Stretching across 57km, the Gold Coast is one white sandy beach after another, with lots of 

famous surfing spots that draw enthusiasts from far and wide. Gold Coast beaches also play 

host to several different sport and recreational activities and major events, so there’s always 

something fun to do. 

And while the beaches might steal most of the attention, the Gold Coast is also home to lots 

of national parks and bush walks that are pretty much as beautiful as it gets. 

Burleigh National Park is a popular trekking spot that offers stunning views of Surfers 

Paradise and the Pacific Ocean. Or, step just outside the Gold Coast to explore the 

breathtaking Gondwana Rainforests, which contain the largest subtropical rainforests in the 

world. 

2. The sunny weather 

While the sun might not shine every day of the year on the Gold Coast, it does come pretty 

close. In fact, the city enjoys around 300 sunny days each year. 



The winters are milder than in cities such as Sydney and Melbourne, and while Gold Coast 

summers may get uncomfortably hot and humid, it’s the perfect excuse to swim at one of 

the many magnificent beaches. 

3. The laidback vibe 

Thanks to the sunny weather, palm trees, and never-ending beaches, the Gold Coast is 

overflowing with holiday vibes. You’ll find that the pace is slower on the Gold Coast than in 

other major cities, and the friendly locals love to have a chat. 

 

Gold Coasters have perfected a laidback beach culture that balances hard work with plenty 

of sunshine and good times. You may be studying a lot, but living on the Gold Coast will 

make it feel like an endless vacation. 

4. The multiculturalism 

With three universities located on the Gold Coast and a large TAFE Institute in Southport, the 

city attracts thousands of international students to its shores each year. Along with the many 

tourists that visit the area, the Gold Coast is a fun, diverse and multicultural place to live. In 

fact, nearly one in three Gold Coast residents was born overseas. 

There are plenty of multicultural events and activities occurring each year, including 

Harmony Week in March and Multicultural Month in August. The popular Chinatown in 

Southport also hosts regular street markets and cultural festivals. 



5. The nightlife 

Surfers Paradise boasts an unrivalled party reputation. The streets are lined with pounding 

dance clubs, bars, restaurants, and live music venues, meaning there’s an awesome venue to 

be found around every corner. 

Outside of Surfers Paradise, the fun continues. Check out suburbs like Broadbeach and 

Burleigh Heads to discover top restaurants and trendy bars that’ll keep the drinks flowing 

from dusk until dawn. 

6. The world-class universities 

The Gold Coast is home to several fantastic educational institutions. Griffith University ranks 

30th in the 2020 Times Higher Education Young University Rankings and 33rd in the 2021 QS 

World University Rankings Top 50 Under 50. Plus, in the Shanghai Ranking Global Ranking of 

Academic Subjects 2020, the University placed in the top 10 for Hospitality and Leisure 

Management (3rd in the world) and Nursing (2nd in the world). 

Bond University has been consistently rated as one of the top universities in Australia for 

student experience, as well as the leading university in Australia for employer satisfaction 

with graduates. 

Southern Cross University sits in the world’s top 200 universities under the age of 50 

according to the Times Higher Education World University Rankings. It’s also considered the 

best university in Australia for international student support. 

On top of universities, you’ll find several colleges and TAFE campuses on the Gold Coast 

offering courses in all kinds of areas, including cookery, hospitality, design, tourism, IT and 

more. 

7. The employment opportunities 

While the Gold Coast is smaller than big capital cities like Sydney, Melbourne and Brisbane, 

there are plenty of opportunities to secure work and build a career. Plus, the Gold Coast is 

considered a ‘regional area’, which means graduating students in the Gold Coast can now 

stay and work for between three and five years (check the Department of Home Affairs for 

more details). They’ll also have access to the Regional Occupation List, meaning a choice of 

more jobs and visa options. 

The health and medical industry is undergoing major employment growth and is currently 

the leading sector for the most available jobs. Other areas with high employment 

opportunities include ICT, tourism, education, and hospitality. 

8. The affordability 



Compared to living in a capital city, the Gold Coast can be an extremely affordable city to live 

in. Accommodation rates are generally lower than in capital cities, with rooms in a share 

house starting from as low as $135 per week in great areas such as Southport and Surfers 

Paradise. 

Combine this with cheap public transport and plenty of free and low-cost social activities, 

the Gold Coast is a very budget-friendly choice. 

9. The good public transport access 

The Gold Coast has a fantastic public transport system that makes getting around the city 

very easy. There’s no shortage of buses, trains, and trams to get you where you need to go, 

and the network usually runs on time. Plus, the public transport network can take you to 

several day-trip and overnight destinations outside the Gold Coast, including Brisbane. 

As a student, you may qualify for a concession rate on your GO card, meaning you can save 

up to 50% off on your rides. 

10. The endless entertainment and events 

There’s always something happening on the Gold Coast. 

The city offers the biggest collection of theme parks in the Southern Hemisphere including 

Warner Bros. Movie World, Sea World, Dreamworld, Wet‘n’Wild, and more. 

You’ll find countless festivals celebrating food, film, music, culture, art, and everything in 

between. Some of the best events include the Gold Coast Film Festival, Sand Safari Arts 

Festival, Surfers Paradise LIVE, and Bleach* Festival. 

The Home of the Arts (HOTA) is a cultural hub showcasing the latest movies, live concerts, 

exhibitions, and shows across all kinds of genres. Plus, there’s always events and activities 

taking place in parks, entertainment venues, beaches, and libraries across the city. 

Whatever you’re into, you’ll never get bored on the Gold Coast. 

 

II. Living on the Gold Coast 

The Gold Coast has a population of just over half a million people and is an area of 

Queensland situated on the eastern coast, about one hour’s drive south of Brisbane. But 

unlike Brisbane, this place really is on the beach. And right in the centre of those beautiful 

beaches is Surfers Paradise, probably the area’s main attraction. 



But the Gold Coast is not all about beaches. The area is also enriched by the surrounding 

hinterlands, mountains and spectacular national parks, all of which are breathtaking. 

Tambourine Mountain is especially worth a visit. The Gold Coast also boasts over 400 km of 

canals and is home to a spectacular array of sea life and wildlife. 

 

The Gold Coast also has a cluster of theme parks, it’s Australia’s theme park capital; with 

Movie World, Wet ‘n’ Wild, Sea World, White Water World, Dreamworld as well as the 

Australian Outback Spectacular and for nature lovers, the Currumbin Wildlife Sanctuary. 

So, you see? It’s not all about beaches. But the Gold Coast does still have beaches aplenty, 

over 40 km stretching from Southport all the way down to Coolangatta on the New South 

Wales border. And these beaches are just perfect for surfing. 

I’m not sure, but the already mentioned Surfers Paradise may well be the most commercial 

Beach in Australia, that’s what I am told. But I am a guy who has been to Blackpool and I was 

born in Southend. Both of those beaches resorts ARE commercial. To me, Surfers was quiet 

by comparison. 

But I am told that late nights over the weekend it can get quite boisterous. But if Surfers is 

still too busy for you, there are plenty of other beaches to choose from in the area that are 

even quieter. 

So beaches, mountains, hinterland, theme parks, canals, surely this has got to be the best 

place to live in Australia? Perhaps, but it is very much a tourist area. Some of the more 

prestige properties that back onto one of the water systems or maybe overlooks the ocean 



can be very expensive, but there are plenty of more reasonable priced properties in the area 

that still give great access to the beach. 

What’s the weather like? 

Being only around 70 kilometres south of Brisbane, the weather on the Gold Coast is not too 

dissimilar from that of the city. 

Although it does boast even more sunshine, getting around eight hours each day. Again, 

winters are very mild so you can make use of the beaches all year round. 

Possible severe weather around the Gold Coast are, again, as in Brisbane, cyclones and some 

flooding. 

The Gold Coast can be broken down into four main areas: 

 North Gold Coast – including Outer North and Inner North 

 Central Gold Coast – including both North Shore and South Shore 

 South Gold Coast – the South Coast area 

 The Hinterland – including the Central Hinterland and the South Hinterland 

 

III. Gold Coast housing market surging, 'cascading' prices revealed as data 

provides 2022 insights 

Hopes that 2022 would see the Gold Coast's housing market ease after two years of a 

pandemic-induced surge have been somewhat dashed, although there are signs price 

growth may soften. 

Data from Domain shows median price increases of almost 60 per cent across some suburbs 

last year, creating a "cascading effect" for neighbouring areas. 

"When any one particular suburb will kick on a bit, it normally drags shoulder suburbs up as 

well," Ray White Surfers Paradise chief executive Andrew Bell said. 

"That whole northern pocket, Hope Island and Sanctuary Cove, is really popular now with a 

lot of our southern buyers. 

"Interstate buyers are still really, really strong." 

What about rentals? 



REIQ chief executive Antonia Mercorella said the Gold Coast's rental market will likely 

remain "very, very tight" throughout 2022, with a vacancy rates of just 0.6 per cent recorded 

in December. 

 

"We classify a healthy market as somewhere between 2.6 per cent to 3.5 per cent," she said. 

"There's been lots of interstate demand that has put that additional strain on the market. 

"COVID has meant more flexible work arrangements have been put into place, therefore 

we've seen people who would normally reside in Brisbane perhaps have the ability and 

flexibility to move to the Gold Coast." 

'Don't lose faith' 

Mr Bell said the return of international travel would create new demand, but it would not be 

"a major source of new buyers for a while yet". 

"Most of the activity in the past five or so years was out of China, but that's pretty much 

been shutdown," he said. 

"The conflict that's been going on between our governments has made Australia 

unattractive for the Chinese. 

For those looking to break into the market Mr Bell said "don't lose faith", with some buyers 

searching for 12 months before purchasing. 



"Look for properties just outside your initial criteria. If you don't compromise a little on that 

dream list then you're probably missing opportunities," he said. 

"For example, Southport has been really strong for some time. But you've got Ashmore on 

the border of that which hasn't seen the same growth." 

 

IV. Important Questions To Ask Before Hiring Gold Coast Removalists 

When you decide to relocate, you have to deal with the dilemma of whether to opt for a DIY 

move or hire professionals. Moving on your own to save some money can be a huge mistake 

because it increases the risk of damaging the valuables. Therefore, hiring professional 

removalists Gold Coast is always beneficial. They save your precious time and help you to 

complete the move in a stress-free manner. 

 

However, choosing the right professionals can be difficult, particularly if you are moving out 

of the home for the first time. It is because many companies are out there, and everyone 

claims to be the best in the business. Luckily, you can select a suitable and reliable company 

by asking them some questions. It will help you to analyse all the companies properly. 

Here are the important questions to ask before hiring Gold Coast removalists. 

1. How Much Experience Do You Have In This Industry? 



The experience factor is one of the most significant qualities that all reputable removals 

companies have. Some specific skills are required to complete the relocation process in an 

organised, hassle-free, and safe manner. Removalists improvise the skills over the years. 

They carefully pack delicate items and costly furniture and load them into the truck with 

extreme caution. So when you are looking for professionals, the first thing you must ask is 

their total experience. You don’t want the inexperienced removalists to use your home as a 

training ground. 

2. Do You Have All Essential Moving Equipment? 

The main reason why people choose furniture removalists in Gold Coast over DIY moves is 

the modern moving equipment they use. However, the below-average removals companies 

do not have the proper equipment. 

So you must ask the professionals whether they have all essential moving equipment such as 

moving blankets and pads, rope and twine, elastic straps, sliders, ratchet straps, furniture 

dolly to move heavy furniture, shoulder dolly, forearm forklift, etc. The equipment will 

ensure the safety of your belongings during the loading and unloading process. It is one of 

the most valuable tips for hiring quality removalists during a move. 

3. Do You Have In-House Removalists? 

All professional companies have their in-house staff. They spend enough time and money to 

train their professionals with modern equipment and methods because they are concerned 

about their reputation in the market. However, some companies in the market hire workers 

on a contract basis to save their expenses. You should not trust such people with your costly 

belongings. Therefore, when you choose professionals, ask this question, and you must opt 

for a company that has in-house staff. 

4. Does Your Company Affiliated With AFRA? 

Before you analyse different moving companies, always keep in mind that you must choose a 

company affiliated with the Australian Furniture Removers Association. AFRA is the official 

body that controls the moving industry in Australia. It only certifies companies with the 

appropriate equipment, trained professionals and a proper moving truck. If a company is 

affiliated with AFRA, you can expect to have quality service. So, do not forget to ask this 

question to the removals companies you have shortlisted. 

5. How Do You Determine The Cost Of The Service? 

Many removals companies charge their customers on an hourly basis, while there are also 

some that provide quotes. The companies that quote a price keep in mind factors like the 

total distance to cover, the number of belongings, the overall weight, etc. Always opt for a 



company that provides you with a quote because the hourly basis price can be costlier and 

confusing. Comparing quotes from different companies is one of the smart ways to save on 

moving costs. 

6. What Is Included In Your Final Price? 

You should also ask the professionals about the services included in the final expenditure. 

Some companies include the booking charge in their final cost while others do not. If you 

need to pay extra for packing supplies, elevator fees, parking fees, or anything else, you must 

know about them in advance. It will help you to make your budget in a much better way. 

7. Do You Use New Boxes And Other Packing Materials? 

If you hire certified removalists in Gold Coast, you don’t need to purchase cardboard boxes 

and other packing materials. The professionals will provide you with all the packing supplies. 

However, you need to make sure that the boxes are new and the quality of the packing 

materials is good. Old and damaged boxes might not be able to bear the weight of the items 

inside the box. The premium quality packing supplies will ensure the safety of your 

valuables. 

8. Can You Offer A Temporary Storage Facility? 

The responsibility of the Gold Coast removalists is to pack and move your belongings from 

one place to another safely. But what if your new house is not prepared for any reason and 

you cannot move all your belongings. In this situation, you need a place to store your 

belonging for a temporary period. So, if you are expecting to face such a situation, ask your 

moving company whether they can offer you temporary storage. Also, know about the 

charges for this facility. 

 

V. Things That Happen When You Move To The Gold Coast 

Your mind is made, your bags are packed, and your one-way ticked is booked. 

It’s time to relocate to the strange and sunny coastlines of the Gold Coast. Those born and 

raised here can’t even begin to imagine what a frightfully fantastic occasion this must be. 

Though everyone’s experience will prove extraordinarily different, here are a few things you 

can pretty much bank on… 

1. You’ll inaugurate yourself with a night (or five) in Surfers Paradise complete with 4am 

margarita pizza and too many selfies taken on the back of a man-powered rickshaw. 



2. You’ll decide you’re far too mature for the antics of Surfers Paradise and upgrade yourself 

to the likes of Nobbys/Broadbeach/Coolangatta/anywhere but Surfers… 

3. … only to accidentally forget your maturity and regress back to Surfers Paradise the 

following weekend, letting things slide even further down the scale of dignity with a trip to 

both Hollywood Showgirls and Shooters. 

 

4. The route to Byron Bay will become so imprinted in your mind that you could rattle off the 

Pacific Highway exits in your sleep. 

5. Many Sunday mornings will be spent sitting under a waterfall watching the sunrise 

through a valley in Springbrook, because the view from Burleigh Heads National Park will 

start getting old (but you’ll still be posting Instagram pics of you gazing over Burleigh Beach 

in active wear captioned, “never gets old”). 

6. Great despair will come from online platforms. 

7. You’ll start a door knocking survey on Hedges Avenue in which the first question is “how 

exactly do you make your money on the Gold Coast?” 

8. Being stuck at a set of lights for more than three minutes will make you genuinely entitled 

to the statement, “traffic was a nightmare.” 

9. There will be a moment when you find yourself privately wishing for a real winter, one 

with legitimate winter clothes and open fires and mulled wine and a few flakes of snow. 



10. A bout of restlessness will take you to Brisbane and see you desperately apologetic for all 

the “it’s not a real city” statements you slashed around when justifying your move to the 

Gold Coast. 

11. You’ll be crowned a local on discovery of the not-so-secret Secret Currumbin rock pools. 

12. You’ll decide Currumbin Valley is your favourite place on earth, declaring that every 

special event in your life moving forward must take place here… Not excluding the birth of 

your first child in which you will roll out a Yoga mat and squat stream-side channeling 

Simone Thurberin in the Daintree. 

13. Planning a holiday will become increasingly difficult—competing with paradise is no easy 

feat. 

14. Learning to surf, stand-up paddleboard, or do something moderately cool involving the 

ocean will become a high priority. 

15. Owning more bikinis/boardies than underwear won’t seem ridiculous. 

16. Moaning about the weather will become completely acceptable when Nine Gold Coast 

News announces anything worse than “partly cloudy and 25 degrees”. 

17. Thanks to the weather in your new home, working out will be a year-round affair. *Sigh* 

18. Boating on anything less than 12-feet long will become a little embarrassing. 

19. Terms like “Aquaduck”, “togs”, “Straddie”, “Fishos”, and “Paccas” will actually mean 

something. 

20. Hearing that someone spent $45,000 on plastic surgery won’t make you flinch. 

21. You’ll find yourself completely unsure of how you actually feel about the Gold Coast; 

hearing yourself moaning and groaning about a distinct lack of culture one day, then singing 

its praise as a euphoric heaven on earth the next. 

 

VI. A local's guide to Australia's Gold Coast: 10 top tips 

Hugging Queensland’s southeast coast for a whopping 70km, the City of the Gold Coast 

extends far beyond the borders of Surfers Paradise, its hedonistic heart. Once renowned for 

its tackiness, the “Goldie” has, ahead of the Commonwealth Games, attained a level of 

sophistication few expected of the city that birthed gold lamé bikini-clad Meter Maids. A raft 

of swanky new hotels, including The Darling, opened last month, the ongoing refurbishment 

of Hota, the city’s premier arts hub, and revamped dining and nightlife scenes are among the 



highlights of a multibillion-dollar facelift. Despite this flurry of development, the vibe 

remains relaxed. With few must-sees beyond its dazzling beaches, the Gold Coast is a city 

best explored through your taste buds – one seaside suburb at a time. 

 

Jellurgal Cultural Centre, Burleigh Heads 

Named after the Aboriginal word for the headland it sits on (also known as Burleigh Hill), 

Jellurgal offers the city’s most interesting – yet probably least-known – cultural experience. 

The centre, free to enter, gives an insight into the Gold Coast’s traditional owners, the 

Yugambeh people, and works by local artists are for sale. It’s well worth booking the 

Walkabout Tour (A$20, around £11), a 90-minute amble around the headland led by a 

Yugambeh guide, who will point out traditional sites and share their stories. The Journey 

Tour, A$39, includes a performance by the Yugambeh Aboriginal Dancers, who will be 

perform in today’s opening ceremony of the Commonwealth Games. 

Gold Coast Food and wine tour 

Until recently, eating out on the Gold Coast was far from a culinary adventure. But now 

there are so many great places to eat across the city – from high-end Japanese restaurants 

to Cuban food trucks – that even locals turn to Karen Inglis-Turner, owner of Gold Coast 

Food & Wine Tours, to help navigate the rapidly evolving scene. Karen runs four-hour 

walking tours that include tastings at new and under-the-radar spots in Burleigh Heads (such 

as tucked-away cafe Be Somewhere, which you’d be lucky to find unless you were looking 

for it), Broadbeach and Surfers Paradise. They are great fun, with plenty of food and drinks 

included. Karen also offers a hop-on, hop-off food tour along the G:link, the city’s new light 

rail network. 

Tallebudgera Creek 



The Gold Coast has 57km of beaches, and this sparkling blue creek separating Burleigh Heads 

from Palm Beach is one of the city’s most scenic (and protected) spots for a dip – there’s 

generally more space on the southern bank. Surf seekers may be happier just around the 

headland at Burleigh Beach, popular for its point break, great views towards the Surfers 

Paradise skyline, and cafes, bars and restaurants just steps from the sand. These include two 

of the Gold Coast’s five Good Food Guide 2018 “hatted” restaurants – pan-Asian 

powerhouse Rick Shores and fine seafood restaurant the Fish House. Several surf schools 

(including the Cheyne Horan School of Surf) also operate here. 

Miami Marketta, Miami 

The balmy year-round climate lends itself to Asian night market-style dining, which is now 

embraced here in many forms. This warehouse conversion off the Gold Coast Highway 

opened as an arts venue in 2011, and has evolved into a thrice-weekly street food fiesta, 

with up to 30 international food vendors. Try a Japanese gyoza from Monkey Magic, 

followed by a giant lamington from Reid Street Kitchen (no relation to the writer). There are 

also several bars, a handful of design boutiques and great live music. Such is the increasing 

demand for performance spaces on the coast that Marketta’s owners are redeveloping the 

neighbouring property into a soundproof venue with capacity of 1,300. 

The Paddock Bakery, Miami 

No longer simply a place to pick up a meat pie and a loaf, the humble Australian bakery has 

gone haute in recent years. Few on the Gold Coast have nailed the trend quite like the 

Paddock Bakery, and while there are newer players in town now (including sister venue Bam 

Bam Bakehouse in Mermaid Beach), this bakery-cafe in a beautifully restored house remains 

a local favourite. Those in a hurry order a flat white and one of its famous croissants (which 

take three days to make) to go, but Paddock’s sit-down brunch menu and shady outdoor 

tables are very tempting. 

Springbrook national park 

At weekends, many locals escape the city for the rainforests, waterfalls, wineries and 

lookout points of the hinterland. Part of the Unesco-listed Gondwana Rainforests of 

Australia, Springbrook national park is arguably its most beautiful corner. The Twin Falls 

Circuit (4km, allow two hours) is popular, or the after-dark Natural Bridge Circuit (1km, one 

hour) takes visitors to marvel at glowworms in a cave behind a stunning waterfall. The 

entrance to the park is about an hour’s drive south-west of Broadbeach. 

Balter Brewing Company, Currumbin 

It’s co-owned by three-time world champion surfer (and Gold Coast local) Mick Fanning, but 

this two-year-old craft brewery has earned its own celebrity status. It debuted with a 



deliciously tropical XPA in 2016, and won awards including 10 prizes at the 2017 Australian 

International Beer Awards. Balter beers are now on tap all over the country, but there’s 

nothing like sampling a schooner (three-quarters of a pint, around A$7) at the source. 

Balter’s huge, exposed-brick HQ doubles as a brew bar at weekends, with live music, food 

trucks and a casual, family-friendly vibe compensating for its location a five-minute drive 

inland. 

Justin Lane, Burleigh Heads 

 

Blink and you’ll miss this lane off the Gold Coast Highway which shares its name with the 

dingy arcade-turned-hip-dining-complex that marks its entrance. With a pizzeria, pasta joint 

and rooftop bar, the Justin Lane Establishment is a destination in itself (there’s also a barber, 

a hair salon and a surf shop inside), but venture further down the alley and you’ll discover 

three bars: Iku, a stylish yakatori and whisky bar; Lockwood, a suave speakeasy; and grungy 

pocket bar Nightjar. On the main road, easier-to-find Jimmy Wah’s (named after the 

watering hole in Good Morning, Vietnam) looks flash, but its wonderfully light modern 

Vietnamese small plates are very well-priced. Make one of them the A$9 tempura soft shell 

crab banh mi (baguette). 

La Costa Motel, Bilinga 

Big hotels tend to dominate the Gold Coast’s accommodation scene, but an exception is this 

small, attractively renovated 1950s motel at the southern tip of the city near the New South 

Wales border. One block back from the sand and a five-minute drive from Cooloongatta’s 

famous Kirra Beach (be sure to book a meal at smart Kirra Point restaurant Baskk), La Costa 

is especially convenient for visitors flying in or out of Gold Coast airport, which is just across 



the highway. Free airport transfers, breakfast and bike rental make it a particularly attractive 

option. 

The Island Gold Coast, Surfers Paradise 

Proving that even Surfers Paradise – perhaps best-known for booze-soaked school leaver 

parties – is capable of reinventing itself, the coral pink budget hotel formerly known as The 

Islander reopened last year to considerable fanfare following an extensive renovation. The 

Island’s 98 guest rooms fuse relaxed coastal living with a playful nod to the city’s 1960s 

heyday (custom-made retro-style furniture, candy-striped pool umbrellas). Beyond its 

enticing pool, the Island has a great rooftop bar, a decent Italian bistro, and the G:link stops 

right out front. 

 

VII. Best and Worst Things About Living in Queensland 

Thinking of moving to or visiting Queensland? Want to know the good, the bad and the bits 

that Tourism Queensland won’t tell you?! 

Best Things About Living in Queensland 

• The weather – I moved here so we could swim in the sea all year round and although I 

don’t do that you could (at least on the Sunshine Coast where we don’t get saltwater crocs 

or killer jelly fish. The climate is lovely for thin-skinned people like me who can’t stand the 

cold. Except in January and February (like now) when we cook. I am literally melting as I 

write this. 

 



• The produce – We have tropical fruits all year round and a huge selection of fruit and 

veggies on sale in the supermarkets, markets and greengrocers. I eat papaya for breakfast all 

year round and we enjoy seasonal fruit and vegetables as they become available. At the 

moment you can get 10 mangoes for $15 from road side stalls, the watermelon are $1.49 

per kilo (about $8 for a huge specimen) and lychees are $5 for a big box. 

• Casual attire is the go – Think jandals (you may call them flipflops or thongs), shorts and 

sundresses. Dressing is easy, comfy and fun. 

• Fitness and sports culture – I’m not sure if it’s because the climate is mild but the 

Queenslanders are a sporty bunch and I join them at 6am for regular walks, swim, runs and 

sessions on the killer steps. I like that there are a lot of people who want to look after 

themselves and stay fit. The local swimming pool facility in my hometown of Noosa is 

gorgeous with three outdoor heated pools and room for the fitness fanatics as well as the 

casual swimmers like me and the kids who just want to have fun. 

• Prawns – I love all seafood but it’s quite expensive here in Australia compared to New 

Zealand prices. Apart from the prawns which are very reasonably priced and can often be 

found on special at the supermarket. Sadly prawns are an ecological so make sure you buy 

Australian prawns and look our for those that are Marine Stewardship Council certified. 

• Kid friendly – It’s a laid back lifestyle here in Queensland so you can wear what you like and 

take your kids anywhere. 

• The Hinterland – When you think Queensland you might think beaches, Great Barrier Reef 

and water play but the hinterland is gorgeous too. I love the Bunya Mountains, the Gold 

Coast hinterland and a few special areas of the Noosa hinterland. 

Worst  Things About Living in Queensland 

• Over-regulation – There are too many laws here and some of them are silly like the one 

that says it’s illegal to leave your car unlocked because you are inciting crime. Personally I 

think I’m big enough to decide for myself when to lock my car and wear a bike helmet or not. 

Free trade is dead here and starting a business is hard because you have to jump through a 

thousand hoops to get started. 

• Unpopular with the rest of Australia – Queensland has a bad reputation just about 

everywhere else in Australia. They call us Queenslanders ‘banana benders’ which makes me 

laugh. 

• It’s huge – so big lots of Queenslanders have never even visited its most famous landmark 

the Great Barrier Reef and while I dream of visiting the northern tip of Queensland and Cape 

York it would take days to drive there. 



• Harsh sun – We Queenslanders are all in danger of getting skin cancer, though probably no 

more so than in the rest of Australia and NZ. I wear sunscreen on my face every single day 

but the wrinkles are still developing nicely. 

• Sexism – A friend of mine complains about seedy TV and radio ads which I’ve happily 

missed because I don’t watch TV or listen to the radio. But I have noticed that women are 

viewed as sex objects half the time. Even at local events like lighting the Christmas tree on 

Hastings Street in Noosa, Santa is accompanied by sexy young women helpers in red mini 

skirts and low cut tops. Bad Santa, he should get that sorted out. 

• Mono-cultural  – I’ve written about racism in Australia before so I won’t go there again but 

in Queensland one of the things I do note is it’s very much a white area, especially where I 

live. I know there are plenty of indigenous Australians in Queensland but sadly I don’t see 

them much and most of the immigrants are Caucasian like me. 

• No daylight savings – Unlike the rest of Australia Queensland stubbornly refuses to change 

their clocks in summer so it gets like at 4.30am which is too early for my liking. 

• Creepy crawlies and more – We have cockroaches, cane toads, snakes, jellyfish and all 

kinds of other creepy crawlies but you get used to that. 

• Creepy crawlies and more 

And there’s one more thing which I’m not sure if to put on the best or worst list. 

Queenslanders are incredibly proud of their state. They support their football team furiously, 

they chant “Queenslander” at sporting events and they emblazon it on their caps and tshirts. 

Sometimes I think it’s a bit much. 

But then again Queensland is a pretty special place and, as the hard core Queenslanders say, 

it’s “beautiful one day, perfect the next.” 

 

Conclusion 

Well, the benefits and good things about living in Queensland far outweigh the drawbacks 

and for us it’s the right balance for a happy lifestyle. 
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