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thresholds over a 3-year period. To measure the stability of the acoustic reflex threshold and to identify factors associated with
this. This retrospective study of patients seen at the University of Alberta is part of a larger study of the changes in acoustic

reflex thresholds over time. We studied 393 children (mean age, 5.9 years, range, 1-15 years) who were examined at the
University of Alberta between the years 1992 and 1996. We measured the acoustic reflex threshold with an audiologist's reflex
hammer and compared values from 1992, 1993, 1994, and 1996. Reflections in the tympanic membranes of hearing children
were documented by otoscopy. Ambient sound levels varied over the three-year study period. No child was ventilated at the

time of the examination; otomicroscope examination documented a normal ear in 382 of the 393 children, one or more middle-
ear effusions in 22, and four cysts. The only consistent acoustic reflex threshold measure was the mean threshold value for a
single reflex response at each examination year. Changes in mean value over the 3 years were measured to be less than 8 dB

SPL. When we subtracted the baseline acoustic reflex threshold from the second year mean value, we found significant
decreases of 5 dB and 3 dB. When we subtracted the baseline acoustic reflex threshold from the third year mean value, we

found significant decreases of 5.5 dB and 3.5 dB. Age, white blood cell count, administration of diphenhydramine or albuterol,
and the occurrence of a middle-ear effusion had no effect on the acoustic reflex thresholds over the three-year study period.

Changes of 5 dB or less were considered statistically insignificant. Changes of 3 dB or more were considered clinically
significant.Two species of the genus Tadarida masoni (Acari: Ixodidae) are associated with murine bancroftian filariasis in
Zapotitlán, Jalisco, México. The adult tick species of the genus Tadarida were found in the co-existing vectors of the filarial
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