
  



Abstract 

The primary mission of history museums is to collect, preserve, exhibit, and 

interpret objects of historical significance. Over time, all objects will begin to 

deteriorate for a variety of reasons, such as environmental conditions, use, 

and natural decay. However, that deterioration can be mitigated by 

practicing proper preservation measures. Knowing how to handle, display, 

and store the artifacts in your museum’s collection can add a significant 

number of years to the life of the objects. 

In general, museum staff and volunteers can successfully and reasonably 

undertake most preservation practices. However, if an artifact requires 

repairs, major restoration, or major cleaning, or if basic preservation 

measures do not slow an artifact’s rate of deterioration, the museum should 

contact a professional conservator. 

 

Getting Started 

In Australia, the laws protecting Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

cultural artefacts and sites, and fossils, varies between states and can be 

incredibly difficult to find, read, and understand. The laws are confusing, and 

often it is unclear what actions you are supposed to take if you do ever find 

something. Information is often spread across multiple webpages, and even 

calling various state heritage hotlines can be frustrating and time-consuming 

to reach the person or department that can assist you. 

ABOUT ARTEFACTS 



Artifacts include tools, clothing, and decorations made by people. They provide 

essential clues for researchers studying ancient cultures. 

An artifact is an object made by a human being. Artifacts include art, tools, 

and clothing made by people of any time and place. The term can also be used 

to refer to the remains of an object, such as a shard of broken pottery or 

glassware. 

Artifacts are immensely useful to scholars who want to learn about a culture. 

Archaeologists excavate areas in which ancient cultures lived and use the 

artifacts found there to learn about the past. Many ancient cultures did not 

have a written language or did not actively record their history, so artifacts 

sometimes provide the only clues about how the people lived. 

 

Artifacts have provided essential clues about life in ancient Egypt. Ancient 

Egyptians believed in an afterlife and buried the dead with things they would 

need in order to live on in the afterlife. As a result, the tombs of ancient Egypt 

provide a wealth of artifacts that give insight into the culture. The tomb of 

King Tut is perhaps the most famous. In 1922, British archaeologist Howard 

Carter came upon the tomb of the Egyptian Pharaoh Tutankhamen, more 

commonly known as King Tut. King Tut’s tomb had been undisturbed since 

he was buried around 1323 B.C.E. Murals on the wall of the tomb told of King 

Tut’s funeral and journey to the afterworld. The tomb also included more 



than 5,000 artifacts, including perfumes and oils, jewelry, statues, and even 

toys from Tut’s childhood. Carter led a team of archaeologists in cataloging 

the items from King Tut’s tomb. This work took the archaeologists over a 

decade, but the artifacts continue to help historians better understand life in 

Egypt during the era of King Tut. 

I. Historical Artefacts Collection 

Historical objects, memorabilia and artefacts help tell the story of the history 

and development of the Australian Museum. 

The collection comprises material generated within the Museum as well as 

donations from scientists with a strong connection to the Australian 

Museum and includes: 

• objects used by scientific staff in their research, including scientific 

instruments and field equipment 

• a selection of items from exhibitions that shows how displays have 

changed over the years 

• objects representative of the fabric and infrastructure of the Museum. 

Most of our heritage furniture collection is still in use today and is part 

of the NSW S170 Heritage & Conservation Register 

• a selection of items representing how the Museum has been advertised 

and promoted. 

Handling Historic Artifacts 

• It is best to handle artifacts as little as possible. When you do need to do so, 

wear clean cotton or latex gloves. If the object could easily slip from gloved 

hands, use clean, dry, lotion-free hands. 

• Avoid picking up an artifact by handles, straps, or other protruding 

components. Always pick up an artifact—never push, pull, or slide it. Use 

both hands and provide full support to the entire object, especially the base. 

• To move furniture, grip the most structurally sound components such as 

the seat frame or base. For framed artwork, support the bottom and the side. 

Ideally, two or more people should help carry larger artifacts. 

• To move paper items and textiles, place the artifact on a large, stiff piece of 

acid-free mat board. 

• Use padded carts or trolleys when necessary. Make sure the artifacts in the 

cart do not touch one another. 



• Before moving any artifact, make sure you have a clear place to set it. The 

work space should be clean and free of food, beverages, and sharp 

instruments such as pens, tools, paper clips, and keys. If possible, lightly pad 

the work surface with archival quality materials to reduce the risk of objects 

sliding or rolling off. 

 

II. Reasons Why It’s So Important To Preserve Artifacts Properly 

 

Historical artifacts represent a powerful connection to our past. As soon as 

archaeologists suspect they are valuable items to be unveiled at an 

excavation site, they have to think about how they will protect them. A 

typical preservation process involves everything from the precise methods 

of uncovering artifacts – to the careful way of preparing them for storing or 

displaying. All of these steps must be properly planned and conducted, and 

here are the reasons why. 

• It Prevents Further Damages 

Each object we uncover must be kept away from hazards like light, 

temperature, high humidity, pests, and other pollutants. For example, paper, 

textiles, and every other memorabilia subject to mold need to be kept in an 

open space with a controlled climate. Photographs are usually placed in 

museum storage cabinets along with leather artifacts and other natural 

items, as all of these historical findings are very sensitive to light. Using 

closed cabinets is also a great way to maximize storage capacity. Plus, it 



facilitates the work historians put into conserving the artifacts to have more 

truthful evidence of our history for generations to come. 

• It Helps Us Understand History 

Artifacts from historical events help us learn more about them. However, 

this is only possible if we ensure that they remain in good condition, so they 

stay a tangible part of history for years to come. With careful long-term 

artifact preservation and storage methods, these valuable items can be used 

by research centers to prove many hypotheses presented by historians 

contemplating our past. Additionally, objects from our recent and ancient 

past also let us honor those that played memorable roles in shaping our 

history. 

• It Allows Restoration 

 

Sometimes it’s also possible to reduce deterioration to a minimum by 

restoring an object to its former glory. Looking back in history to identify 

how the artifact would appear when it was created, we can return it to its 

original condition. Replacing a layer of paint or adding a preserving agent on 

the surface of an object is often a lot more effective than just keeping them 

in their current condition. 

• It Brings People Together 

Findings that can connect two different cultures have a powerful effect on 

increasing tolerance towards others. They motivate us to be generous 

towards others and can elevate our spirits as connected communities. 

Creating a unifying force that helps us feel grounded ensures that we stay 



connected to different cultures around us. At one point or another 

throughout history, every culture was influenced by other ones, resulting in 

a rich cultural heritage that affects all of our lives. 

Whether the objects of historical value will be displayed frequently or kept 

in storage most of the time depends on various facts. From their contribution 

to a particular finding to their physical conditions, everything can play a role 

in a museum’s decisions on handling artifacts. However, regardless of these 

decisions, the valuables must be maintained appropriately at all times, so 

they can be saved for future generations as well. After all, with the help of 

rapidly developing technological advancements, artifacts have the potential 

to provide even more answers about our history. 

PROCESS OF PRESERVATION OF THE ARTIFACTS | ARCHAEOLOGICAL 

FINDINGS 

Preservation is an action in order to prevent, stop or retard the process of 

deterioration of the Artifacts. 

 

It is sometimes supplemented by the restoration work, which means the 

treatment of objects with necessary corrections and alterations. 

The concept of conservation is the ultimate reality, which includes both 

preservation and restoration. Now the question is what do we mean by 

deterioration. Deterioration is the alteration in an object, produced by the 

interaction between the object and factors of destruction. 

In dealing with artifacts pre-historians count two factors mainly: 



(a) How much an object has been mechanically rolled or weathered. 

(b) How far chemical changes have taken place to alter the composition of a 

specimen. 

Stone is the first material that was used by men for making tools, implements 

and some other objects of daily use. During the interglacial period, when 

huge ice sheets melted and flowed in the form of rivers, most of the artifacts 

of the primitive men swept away under the current. These artifacts show the 

mark of mechanical rolling by the action of water. They were either dragged 

in a stream or hurled on towards the beach. 

Whatever may be, for the friction, the edges between the facets got rounded. 

Some soft stone tools like flint tools became so much eroded that they look 

like a pebble. More fragile materials e.g. bones rarely survived under such 

rolling. Therefore, the tools collected from open stations often suffer from 

severe mechanical erosion unlike the tools obtained from a cave or rock-

shelter. 

 

In fact, a specimen cannot escape from damage when it travels a long way. 

Other specimens of the same age may show little or no damage when stored 

in a pit deposit. For this reason, a worn specimen must not always be 

considered older than a relatively fresh specimen. It is a very relevant point 

to be remembered. Because an industry is generally examined on typological 

ground where older tools show a greater degree of weathering than those of 

the later date. 



In case of chemical changes, the surface of the tools, especially of flint tools 

shows patina. Patina is the resultant of chemical weathering. All the sides of 

a tool do not necessarily show the same extent of patination. The exposed 

parts of the tool exhibit greater degree of patination than the unexposed 

parts. 

Another type of change, incrustation occurs in certain cases. It is a surface 

manifestation; not a chemical change. Different close-by materials get fixed 

on the surface of the tool due to prolonged exposure in nature. Besides, tools 

of bone and antler undergo special kind of chemical weathering. 

The organic materials associated with them disappear with time and only 

the mineral substances persist. Bones in this condition normally become 

fragile but sometimes when they get fossilized, the organic matter is 

replaced by minerals and the whole bone becomes stone like, though the 

cellular structure or the general shape is retained. 

 

Preservation protects the tools from farther damage. So they can be 

used for some special purposes in future: 

i) Pre-historians study them carefully with a long time. They are the 

indispensable materials of research as valuable inferences in prehistory are 

drawn on them. 



ii) The typo-technology of the tools is often compared with newly discovered 

tools. 

iii) The tools may be utilized as laboratory specimens so that the students of 

prehistory can get their basic practical orientation. 

iv) The tools may serve the curiosity of lay man who tend to acquire a 

firsthand knowledge about the early culture in a museum. 

Stone: 

The stone objects disintegrate at times; the various layers fall apart. 

Therefore, a prolonged treatment in laboratory is required to restore them 

back to a sound condition. Some stone objects are found to be covered with 

microorganisms, which gradually tend to destroy the object. In this case 

treatment is needed to remove the microorganisms and to cure the object. 

Besides, stone objects are subjected to various other forms of deterioration. 

For example, presence of salt can cause damage. Because, salt, by absorbing 

moisture, turns to salt solution which percolates into the cavities between 

the particles forming the rock. On evaporation, salt solutions turn into salt 

crystals, which often appear on the surface of the stone in the form of white 

efflorescence. 

Continuous dissolution and crystallization of the salts result in the repetition 

of strain on stone, the surface of which ultimately turn into powder. 

Therefore, all stone objects, after initial analysis and interpretation, should 

be washed thoroughly in repeatedly changed salt-free water to drive out the 

salts. 

Stone sculptures often accumulate dust, dirt and stains. Loose dust can easily 

be brushed off. Plain water can wash away most types of dirt accretions. 

Sometimes mild detergent in water produces better result. Acids, howsoever 

dilute, should never be used to clean the stone objects, except by a trained 

conservator who understands their action on various types of stone. 

A deposit of moss or algae may be seen on stone objects, especially on those, 

which have remained in the open area for sometime. Such a deposit imparts 

a patchy, green or black appearance to the object. It may also produce pits in 

the surface of the stone that weaken the structure. A trained conserver is 

able to remove the moss deposit quite easily by the application of chemicals. 

Stone objects often suffer from damage during storage, especially when big 

and small objects are dumped together. Some objects may break, others get 



abraded. Therefore, it is wise to store the objects on separate shelves or 

platforms. These shelves or platforms should be amply padded and strong 

enough to support the weight, especially in case of stone sculptures. 

Clay Material: 

Clay vessels and other utensils, beads, toys, figurines etc. have been 

excavated from many sites of ancient culture, in different parts of the world. 

Clay was certainly an important discovery among man’s earliest discoveries 

of natural materials. Unbaked clay objects are very fragile. 

They get easily affected by water and so cannot be cleaned with any aqueous 

solution. Such objects should be kept in a dry atmosphere. In case of painted 

clay objects also, water or humidity gives a detrimental effect. But the clay 

objects that were once baked can be washed with distilled water to remove 

the salts present on them. 

The baked clay objects (produced at any degree of firing) are though more 

durable than those of unbaked clay objects, they too are fragile, subjected to 

crack or break. Many such objects break by accident, falling from a shelf or a 

table and slipping out from hands. Therefore, careful handling is the most 

necessary prerequisite for this kind of material. 

 

Wood: 



Wood being an organic material is especially susceptible to deterioration. 

Man has used wood since the early days of Stone Age. He relied on it in the 

same scale as he did upon the stone. Naturally he made various kinds of 

weapons, objects of daily use as well as materials for art and decoration. 

Although seemingly wood looks hard and durable, but in fact, it is perishable 

and vulnerable to varied causes of deterioration. It easily falls prey to insects 

and growth of microorganisms is often found in it. It gets affected by the 

change of climatic condition. It is combustible too. 

So preservation of wooden materials demands utmost attention. Great care 

should be taken in storing them. The oldest wooden tool so far as recovered, 

is a wooden spear-point about 200,000 years old, found from a spot near 

London. 

Ivory and Bone: 

The use of Ivory and Bone is recognized since the Upper Palaeolithic period. 

They have been used in making tools, ornaments, weapon handle, beads, etc. 

Ivory from elephant tusks was the most common one, but walrus ivory was 

also recovered from North of Europe. Like other organic materials, both 

bone and ivory are susceptible to heat and humidity. 

They expand under high humidity and contract in low humid condition. 

Therefore, cracks often develop in these materials. But the effect of the 

climate can be minimized if the objects are coated with a water-repellant 

substance. Both ivory and bone can be easily stained because they are 

porous in nature. For the storage of these objects, clean soft tissue papers 

must be used and finally the objects should be kept on padded shelves or in 

padded boxes. 

Metals: 

Apart from gold and silver, much copper, bronze and iron objects have been 

discovered as exhibits of Bronze and Iron Age. Copper and its alloys, like 

bronze or brass, corrode easily especially when buried in the earth. 

Corrosion takes place as the soil contains many salts. 

However, the corrosive layers of its chloride cover the upper surface of the 

copper object, rendering the metal friable and weak. High humidity 

accelerates the process of decaying. At present a preservative coating 

solution is available which can be applied on copper, bronze and brass 

objects. 



Since iron objects rusts easily in moist climate, excavated iron objects are 

often rusted, sometimes to the extent that no or very little metal core is left 

in the object. If an iron object is already corroded, it should be treated in the 

laboratory before preservation. 

Sometimes rusting is so advanced that if it were removed, the whole object 

or its important portions would be lost. In that case, the rust is also 

conserved along with the object. Formation of the fresh rust can be 

prevented, to a large extent, by the application of a water-repellant of its 

surface. The object is either immersed in wax or wax is applied on it with a 

brush. Beside wax, some consolidants and varnishes may also be applied on 

the objects. 

 

Environment plays a major role in the conservation of artifacts. Changes in 

temperature and relative humidity are particularly important. Since objects 

remain buried for a long time, they are conditioned by the natural 

environment. 

After excavation when they are carried to a new environment, the 

equilibrium gets distorted and as a result the artifacts may swell, shrink or 

warp. To avoid all these, perishable objects recovered from an excavation 

should be kept in a similar environment until they are taken to a 

conservation laboratory for specialized treatment. 



If an object comes from a salty ground, that remains liable to much damage. 

In this case, immediately after the recovery, objects (pottery or organic 

material) should be washed thoroughly in the salt-free water. This prevents 

the soil crystallization on the surface of the object for which disruption could 

have taken place. However, the preserved articles too need protection 

against light, heat, moisture, mold and insects. 

III. How Do Artifacts Contribute To The Present Society? 

This evidence tells us about past events and provides information on how 

the people before us lived their lives: what they ate how they built their 

houses and how they organized their communities. … Ancient artifacts are 

simply objects that give evidence about people’s lives in the distant past. 

IV. Why Artifacts Belong In Museums 

Among the controversies surrounding museums, cultural imperialism, and 

nationalism, there is another issue: the rights of possession over an artifact. 

If a person finds an antique item with a significant historical and cultural 

value in her backyard, could the person claim it as their property? Could the 

person sell the item or destroy it? The issue is more complicated than you 

think and it depends on the laws of the land where the item originates. 

 

The UNESCO 1970 Convention on the Means of Prohibiting and Preventing 

the Illicit Import, Export and Transport of Ownership of Cultural Property 

states that “cultural property is under protection. Cultural property includes 

anything of scientific, historical, artistic, and or religiously significant, as 

defined by Article I of the convention.” The treaty became effective in 1972 



and applied to all members under the UN. There are 193/195 countries that 

are members of the UN. The scope of the law is vast. 

Despite the lucid treaty signed by all members of the UN (the U.S is a 

member), the clarity of the laws regarding the obtaining of artifacts is dismal. 

According to this article, some states in the U.S. have had a tradition of 

digging up artifacts for decades when the activities were legal. After the 

justifiable laws to protect the heritage of the American Indians cropped up 

in the 1990s, the denizens were shocked that the police violently raided the 

houses in these communities. The people arrested and put on criminal 

records were not made aware of the changes in the law. When it comes to 

private purchase, the legality of a transaction of objects is also shrouded in 

confusion. 

Museums purchase objects or circulate them around the world museums. 

Nowadays, museums have become more entrepreneurial as they bid for 

objects from a dealer, try to keep the costs low, and maintain marketing goals 

and memberships. But no matter how many innovative events and 

workshops museums organize to attract, entertain, and educate the public, 

they cannot operate without the input that defines the reason for their 

existence: the artifacts. Time and time again, there have been disputes over 

the rights to possess these artifacts. 

The Catholic archbishop of Sokoto, Nigeria, Matthew Kutah, believes the 

bronze and ivory masques on display at the British Museum should remain 

in England. Once the artifacts are returned to the shrines that they belong to, 

they would likely be stolen. He implied that the objects were more suited to 

be at a museum, where their presence is appreciated by the public, the 

curators, and museum experts. 

The FBI News recently published a story about 7,000 stolen global artifacts 

discovered in an Indiana home. The federal agency strives to return the 

important historical materials to the rightful owners, encouraging native 

tribes and foreign governments to cooperate for repatriations. After four 

years, even though only 15 percent of the materials have been returned to 

their original countries, the FBI has made progress in returning these 

artifacts rather than letting them waste in the Indiana home of a commoner. 

This is the right move on the government’s part. 

V. How Do Museums Move Artefacts 



The artefacts are most vulnerable when the museums move them from one 

place to another. The reasons of relocation may vary, such as not having 

enough space, demand from other museums, renovation, exhibition, any 

specific study on an item, and so on. 

 

Any move, whether it is across the globe for international art and cultural 

collaboration, or from one section to another within the museum, must be 

adequately planned and executed with extreme care. That is why local 

museums in Gold Coast hire reputed, reliable and experienced removalists. 

They have expertise in handling such delicate items. 

Artefacts are not only unique and valuable, but also fragile. Thus even a small 

move can put them at high risk. Fluctuations in temperature, inappropriate 

position, relative humidity, knocks and vibrations during handling, loading 

or transportation of the items can cause irreparable damage. So it is essential 

to do risk assessment and decide the best way to handle, pack and transport 

them. 

Museums Hire Professionals To Move Artefacts 

If an artefact needs moving, irrespective of the destination, only trained and 

reliable removalists in Gold Coast should handle it. Any other members of 

the museum or any researchers should never be permitted to handle such 

precious and delicate objects without supervision or guidance. Many 

removal companies offer such special service. Their professional 

removalists have in-depth knowledge of handling artefacts and are aware of 

all the latest and innovative methods that ensure safety of such items. 



They have years of experience, and thus understand how much care these 

items require and people prefer to hire them to avoid the moving mistakes. 

The experts understand it and provide the most appropriate solution. 

Whether the professionals are using any tools to hold such delicate items or 

using their bare hands, they know how much pressure they need to apply, so 

that the item neither slips nor breaks. Handling museum artefact is quite 

different from managing household items. Thus, it is essential that the 

concerned officials only hire specialised removalists who can get the job 

done in a hassle-free manner. 

Professionals Understand The Nature Of Artefacts 

Professionals are the best people to handle artefacts because they have 

developed the skill over the years. Before handling the object or moving it, 

they properly understand the nature of the item. Different objects have 

different restrictions, so the professionals need to make plans accordingly. 

These items can get damaged by light, temperature fluctuation/ relative 

humidity, pest and/or fungal attack, improper storage, poor handling, and so 

on. They may appear to be solid or good enough for repair, but usually, they 

are not. 

Many items have wear and tear issues from their time of active use. 

Therefore, they should never be handled carelessly. That is why 

professionals take extra care while handling them. Before touching the 

items, they examine them and see assess what kind of damages are possible 

and how to prevent them. The professional removalists also evaluate if any 

repair work is possible or not. The moving of such items is a crucial task and 

way too different from any other job. It requires expertise, experience and 

technical knowledge. 

• What Professionals Do Before Moving Or Handling An Artefact? 

Museums always hire a reputed removals company in Gold Coast which has 

a sense of responsibility and has achieved proficiency in handling such tasks. 

Their team members have a good understanding between them, and thus 

before moving, they always consider the consequences. They prepare a 

proper plan and work accordingly. The company also appoints a person who 

coordinates the entire move. The professionals consider every minute detail 

that can affect the movement of the artefacts. 

For instance, they make sure the object fits through the doorways, elevators, 

and there is no obstruction in the pathway. They also follow innovative ways 



to minimise the effects of jerking during the transport. They check if the final 

resting surface for the object is clear and steady enough to support its 

weight. 

Professionals Avoid Any Direct Body Contact With The Item 

The professional removalists in Gold Coast always follow a proper moving 

checklist with safety, they use white, lintless cotton gloves to prevent any 

damage to the items due to the acids and salts present in the skin. However, 

they do not use any gloves for potentially slippery items like varnished 

furniture, ceramic or glass items. 

• What Professionals Do While Handling And Moving Artefacts? 

The professionals are cautious when they handle and move the artefacts. 

They do not wear any jewellery, watches or any other similar items that may 

scratch such things. The professional removalists in Gold Coast are also 

aware of the fact that loose or hanging clothes may catch on artefacts, so they 

do not wear such outfits. They are 100% focussed when they are handling or 

moving such items. 

Whenever possible, they always prefer to use a trolley. This trolley is 

specially designed to carry the delicate items. They have a rubber wheel and 

are cushioned both internally and externally. This protects the items from 

movement, vibration and accidental collision. 

If The Removalists Have To Carry the Artefacts: 

• They always carry one item at a time and always use two hands. 

• The Gold Coast removalists keep the item upright so that they can carry 

their own weight. 

• They do not lift any items by their handles or any projecting parts – like the 

arms of a statue. 

• The experts never pack any lightweight/fragile item with a heavy object in 

the same container during moving. 

• They never put any artefacts on the ground. 

• They always pick up the boxes or containers from the base. 

• They use appropriate and high impact cushion/padding between the 

artefacts in containers during transportation. 



• They make sure the strongest part takes the pressure. Thus they always 

support the items from underneath. 

Ensuring Safety 

Safety of the artefacts is essential but is also vital that the person who is 

carrying the items is also safe. And the professionals make sure they 

accomplish the task perfectly without getting any physical injury. They make 

good use of dollies or trolleys to move heavier items and do not lift any items 

until it is required. They also use safety equipment like steel-capped boots 

and back braces. 

Museums always hire reputed and experienced removalists in Gold coast 

who are specialised in handling and moving artefacts. Some of the items have 

historical value, others have artistic value and a few others are priceless 

from the aesthetic point of view. Thus, these items should be handled with 

extreme care and professionals are the only option to execute this task safely 

and efficiently. 

The Final Words 

But, why should we care about artefacts and fossils? 

It would certainly be a very sad world without the wonders of dinosaurs, or 

the mysteries and stories borne from one of the oldest living cultures in the 

world. By protecting fossils and artefacts, we can start to understand our 

history, our collective human experience, how we got where we are today, 

and where we are going in the future. 

Fossils and artefacts can help to tell us the stories of people, places, plants, 

animals, and landscapes from the past, but they are a finite resource, and 

once they’re gone, they’re gone forever. We can trace our own evolution back 

in time through fossils and artefacts – a life history spanning over 3.5 billion 

years to the first evolution of life on earth, to where we stand today. 

That seems like a history worth protecting. 
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